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From the Editor
Xin He

Dear ICSA members,
It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the July

2016 issue of the Bulletin.
This issue of the Bulletin features two articles.

The first one, in the column "Conversations with
a Distinguished Statistician", written by Professor
I-Feng Lin, highlights Professor Kung-Yee Liang,
the President of National Yang-Ming University in
Taiwan. Professor Liang has made huge impacts
on statistical methodology and applications, espe-
cially through his landmark works with Professor
Scott Zeger in the generalized estimating equations
(GEE) method for correlated data analyses. Their
conversation provided a comprehensive coverage,
ranging from Professor Liang's educational back-
ground, career path, research projects, to his advice
for young statisticians.

The second featured article, in the column "ICSA
and I", comes from Dr. Naitee Ting, a former Exec-
utive Director of ICSA (1998-2000). Dr. Ting shares
his touching personal story of how the friendship,
especially with ICSA members, helped him through
some of his most difficult times in life.

In the column "Hints from Hans", Profes-
sor Hans Rudolf Künsch emphasizes the impor-
tance of a quality peer review process and offers
his thoughtful suggestions to young researchers.
Meanwhile, we are grateful to Professor Terry
Speed for his permission to reprint his IMS Bulletin
column article published in October 2005, "Publish-
ing and Perishing?", which presented his perspec-
tives on publishing research papers.

Starting from this issue, we are excited to launch
another new column "StatPro" (for statistics pro-
fessionals) contributed by Dr. Marius Hofert from
University of Waterloo in Canada and Dr. Ulf
Schepsmeier from Technische Universität München
in Germany. Their inaugural piece for this new col-
umn gives general guidelines for conducting, im-
plementing, and documenting statistical projects in
order to improve readability and to reduce the error
rates of theses, scientific papers, reports, and source
code. This article is a must read for all graduate stu-
dents and junior professionals.

Turning to ICSA business, this issue of the Bul-

letin contains messages from the 2016 ICSA Pres-
ident Professor Mei-Ling Ting Lee and the Exec-
utive Director Professor Zhezhen Jin; biographies
of candidates for the 2017 ICSA officers; news on
ICSA members becoming new Fellows of ASA; an-
nouncement of the ICSA annual member meet-
ing and banquet at Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM)
2016 (by Professor Min Yang); highlights of the
2016 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium (by Pro-
fessor Yichuan Zhao); report of the 2016 student
paper competition (by Professor Yi Li); news from
the ICSA-Canada Chapter (by Professor Changbao
Wu); reports from the Publication Committee (by
Dr. Yi-Ching Yao), the Program Committee (by
Dr. Gang Li), the Office of ICSA (by Professor Lili
Yu), and the ICSA Treasurer (by Hongliang Shi).
Four upcoming ICSA sponsored symposiums/con-
ferences and eight ICSA co-sponsored meetings in
the next few years have been announced. In par-
ticular, the 10th ICSA International Conference will
take place from December 19th to 22nd, 2016, in
Shanghai, China.

The Bulletin welcomes contributions or articles
of general interest to our members. Articles may
be in English or Chinese. Submissions are not lim-
ited to the existing columns. Ideas and volunteers
are always welcome. The deadlines are December
15th for the January issue, and June 15th for the
July issue. If you have questions/comments/sug-
gestions, please do not hesitate to contact me at
xinhe@umd.edu.

Finally, I would like to thank the ICSA execu-
tives, committee members, and all the contributors
for their hard work and tremendous support. I hope
everyone stays cool this summer. I look forward to
seeing many of you at the ICSA International Con-
ference in Shanghai!

Xin He, Ph.D.
Editor-in-Chief, ICSA Bulletin
Associate Professor
Department of Epidemiology and
Biostatistics
University of Maryland, College
Park
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Past, Present, and Future of ICSA
Mei-Ling Ting Lee (丁美齡)

I am pleased to have this
opportunity to write briefly
about the past, present and
future of our organization,
which I have had the privilege
to enjoy and to serve.

The 2016 ICSA Applied
Statistical Symposium was
held from June 12 to 15, 2016

at Atlanta, GA. With around 700 attendees, it set a
new record. The Symposium was a great success
with many interesting presentations, informative
sessions, and student awards. It was followed by
a delicious banquet with beautiful music and an
excellent dance performance. Everyone enjoyed
the Symposium very much. I would like to thank
Yichuan Zhao, the organizing committee, members
of the program committee, the local arrangements
committee, the volunteers, and sponsors for their
time, efforts and contributions. For more details
about the Atlanta Symposium, please see Yichuan's
summary report included in this bulletin.

Organized by Tony Cai, Zhezhen Jin, Weidong
Liu, and Nianshen Tang, the 2016 ICSA Conference
on Data Science was held in Dali, Yunnan Province,
China, on July 1-4, 2016. Many research talks were
presented on cutting-edge topics including recent
advances in high-dimensional statistics and appli-
cations, stochastic modeling and models for com-
plex data, data science in biomedical research, and
statistical methods for integrative genomics. This
very successful conference was co-sponsored by
ICSA, Yunnan University and the Yunnan Applied
Statistics Association. It sets a good precedent for
future ICSA international conferences.

The Joint Statistical Meetings will be held in
Chicago again this year. It is interesting to note
that some important ICSA milestones are associ-
ated with Chicago. I would like to thank Profes-
sor George Tiao for sharing with me his insightful
slides titled "Early Days of Statistica Sinica and ICSA".
According to him, it was at the 1986 ASA meeting in
Chicago that J. Y. Tsai proposed the idea of expand-
ing the 'Chinese Statistical Society in U.S.' into a for-
mal organization. The idea of developing a high
quality statistical journal was discussed at the 1987
spring meeting in Chicago with attendees includ-
ing Min-Te Chao, T. L. Lai, Jeff Wu, James C. Fu,
Smiley Cheng, L. J. Wei, George Tiao, Reuy Tsay,

and Wing Wong. A major conclusion was that it be
jointly sponsored by the Institute of Statistical Sci-
ence, Academia Sinica in Taipei, and the Chinese
Statistical Association in America. The first issue of
volume 1 of Statistica Sinica was published in Jan-
uary 1991.

The International Chinese Statistical Associa-
tion (ICSA) was officially founded at the 1987 ASA
meeting in San Francisco with George Tiao as the
founding President. The list of people who at-
tended the 1st ICSA board meeting included: Potter
C. Chang, Smiley Cheng, James C. Fu, C. P. Han, S.
N. Hu, Gordon Lan, Jack C. Lee, Y. L. Tong, L. J. Wei,
Jeff C. Wu, Grace Yang, and C. Yeh. On August 8,
1988, ICSA was incorporated in Delaware and regis-
tered with the US IRS as a non-profit organization.
Its membership is open to all individuals and orga-
nizations in all statistics-related areas.

I was lucky to have attended and enjoyed the 1st
International ICSA Conference held in Hong Kong
in 1990, the 2nd one in Taipei in 1993, the 3rd in
Beijing in 1995, the 4th in Kunming in 1998, the
5th in Hong Kong in 2001, the 6th in Singapore in
2004, and the 7th in Taipei in 2007. I heard that
the 8th International Conference in Guangzhou and
the 9th in Hong Kong were also successful meet-
ings. The 10th ICSA International Conference on
Global Growth of Modern Statistics in the 21st Cen-
tury is scheduled to be held December 19-22, 2016,
at Shanghai Jiao Tong University in China. We
thank Ching-Shui Cheng and Jeng-Min Chiou for
confirming that the Institute of Statistical Science,
Academia Sinica will co-sponsor the 11th ICSA In-
ternational Conference in Taipei in 2019.

Time flies and soon we will be celebrating the
30th anniversary of ICSA at next year's Applied
Statistics Symposium which will be held from Sun-
day, June 25 to Wednesday, June 28, 2017, at Hilton
Chicago Downtown. Please mark the dates on your
calendar and join us there.

We also co-sponsor many international confer-
ences organized by statistical communities in other
countries. Please see a complete list on our website
and in our newsletter. At JSM in Chicago I'll meet
with representatives from ASA and other Statistical
Societies to discuss possible collaborations.

In addition to meetings, there have been sev-
eral major developments that came to fruition re-
cently. I would like to thank Chengsheng Jiang
for his extraordinary efforts in developing the new
ICSA website since summer 2015. Our new ICSA
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website is based on Drupal in which it is easier to
add, modify and adjust web pages and their hierar-
chical structure. This new website also fixed some
inconsistencies that existed in the old website. Be-
sides these changes, the new website has the follow-
ing advanced features: 1) an event calendar panel
on the main page that can be used to publish con-
ference information; 2) an online payment system
for membership; 3) support for direct linkage to a
conference registration system; 4) support for fully
customized group emails; 5) a better system to man-
age membership files.

During the period of system transition these
past few weeks, some unexpected situations hap-
pened in contacting members about their new
member IDs and passwords. Please accept our sin-
cere apology for these events. We are all doing our
best to serve the society. It is good that Chengsheng
has now created an official email account "icsa.org"
for authentic communications with our members so
that our messages are less likely to be mistaken for
junk mail by your systems.

I would like to thank all committee members,

staff in the OICSA, volunteers, and our friends for
their assistance during the past several months. Es-
pecially, I would like to thank Zhezhen Jin, the Ex-
ecutive Director. With exceptional integrity, thor-
oughness, and encyclopedic knowledge of ICSA,
Zhezhen has provided great help on every aspect
of ICSA matters. I have learned a lot from him and
really appreciate his dedication to ICSA.

To summarize, I am glad to report that we
now have more than 1500 registered ICSA mem-
bers. With help and support from our members
and friends, ICSA will continue to grow to be-
come one of the strongest statistical organizations
in the world. If you have any suggestions or
comments, please don't hesitate to contact me at
mltlee@umd.edu. Thank you and have a good
summer.

Mei-Ling Ting Lee (丁美齡), Ph.D.
2016 President, ICSA
Professor
Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics
University of Maryland, College Park
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From the Executive Director
Zhezhen Jin

Dear ICSA members,
It is with great pleasure

that I report ICSA's continual
growth. We now have a total
of 1516 good-standing mem-
bers, a large increase coherent
from the 1104 members as re-
ported in our January bulletin
in 2014. We also have many ac-

tivities with great attendance. This success is possi-
ble due to the extraordinary efforts of our dedicated
ICSA officers and the strong support and participa-
tion of our members.

In the first half of this year, ICSA has co-
sponsored several conferences and hosted another
wonderful annual Applied Statistics Symposium in
Atlanta, GA. In particular, the 2016 symposium set
another milestone with more than 700 attendees,
breaking the previous record of 630 attendees in the
2011 symposium in New York City. A report on
the conference by the conference chair Dr. Yichuan
Zhao can be found in this bulletin. I would like
to provide my sincerest thanks to the conference
committee members and conference attendees who
made the symposium a great success.

Despite many successful developments, several
challenges and issues are emerging. Although there
have been a few international conferences (includ-
ing the ICSA International Conference organized
once every 3 years, and local conferences or work-
shops organized by the China Shanghai Commit-
tee), the preparation and implementation of the
conferences has been ad hoc without detailed ICSA
guidelines. With the continuous growth of atten-
dees and the establishment of several local chapters,
it is challenging to be consistent with the ICSA mis-
sion. In particular, it appears urgent to have rules
and policies streamline on the preparation of an-
nual symposium, international conferences, and on
the coordination with chapter activities.

The challenges and issues were discussed in the
2016 first face-to-face ICSA board meeting, which
was held on June 12, 2016 during the 2016 sym-
posium. It was attended by 18 people, including
the Board of Directors, chairs of various commit-
tees, and ICSA office staff. The board also reviewed
2016 ICSA awards and the candidates for 2016 ICSA
election and discussed ICSA's involvement in the
finance and program organizing matters for ICSA
meetings abroad. In addition, there was an update

on ICSA book series, journals, and future sympo-
siums and conference.

Another challenging issue is to modernize ICSA
IT infrastructure. Dr. Chengsheng Jiang has been
developing the new ICSA website, with front and
back end of database, online voting system, mem-
bership registration, and a symposium registration
setup. The development is near completion and
will be available soon. In particular, the 2016 elec-
tion will be held with the new developments in the
first week of July 2016. I hope that all our members
participate in the election and cast their votes.

If you are planning to attend the 2016 JSM in
Chicago, IL, please note that there will be an ICSA
booth and several ICSA activities in the JSM. The
ICSA will have several invited, topic-contributed,
and contributed sessions at the meeting. On July 31,
2016, the second face-to-face board meeting will oc-
cur at the Hilton Chicago Hotel. The general ICSA
member meeting will be held at 6:00pm-7:00pm on
Wednesday, August 3, 2016 in the Waldorf room
at Hilton Chicago Hotel, where 2016 election re-
sults and ICSA awards will be announced. After
the member meeting, we will have our annual ICSA
dinner in JSM. Thanks to Dr. Min Yang, we will
be able to have the dinner at the MingHin Cuisine
Restaurant. For more information, please contact
Professor Min Yang (email: myang2@uic.edu) or
myself.

ICSA will have two major events in China this
year: the ICSA Dali conference in July and the ICSA
International Conference in Shanghai. The China-
Shanghai committee held 2016 China Statistics Con-
ference in Qingdao, China, which is co-sponsored
by ICSA, Qingdao CDC, and University of Qingdao.
The Midwest Chapter will have a joint meeting with
short courses with ASA northern Illinois Chapter,
currently planned in October. In addition, we are
going to have many co-sponsored meetings which
can be found in the program committee report in
this bulletin. We look forward to your participation
in these events.

It is always vital to have your support and par-
ticipation in ICSA programs and activities for the
continued success of ICSA. Please feel free to send
me if you have any ideas and suggestions to ICSA.

Zhezhen Jin, Ph.D.
ICSA Executive Director (2014-2016)
Professor of Biostatistics
Department of Biostatistics
Columbia University
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ICSA Annual Member Meeting and
Banquet at JSM 2016
Min Yang

The ICSA general meeting will be held at room
Waldof in Hilton Chicago from 6:00pm to 7:00pm
on Wednesday, August 3rd, 2016. ICSA 2016
awards will be presented and the 2016 election re-
sults will be announced.

The ICSA banquet (fee event) will follow right
after the meeting at MingHin Cuisine (2168 S
Archer Ave., Chicago, IL 60616, (312) 808-1999,
http://www.minghincuisine.com) at 7:30pm.
MingHin is a Cantonese fusion restaurant located
in Chinatown. It is about 1 mile away from Mc-
Cormick Place. Transportation will be provided
from Hilton hotel to the restaurant and also from
the restaurant to all downtown hotels. From Mc-
Cormick Place, the restaurant can be reached via
CTA BUS #21 (get on McCormick Place Convention
Center for 5 stops and get off at Cermak-Archer).
Taxi and Uber are available in McCormick Place.
This restaurant features a cozy setting, superior cui-
sine and elegant decore. The banquet menu will
include MingHin BBQ Combination Paltter (

) / Special Soup of the Day ( ) /
Mixed Seafood in Nest ( ) / Salt and Pepper
Shrimp ( ) / Beef with Chinese Broccoli (

) / Pan Fried Chilean Seabass (
) / Lobster with Ginger and Green Onion (

) / Japanese Tofu Topped with Mushroom
( ) / Stir-Fried Bok Choy with
Garlic ( ) / Beijing Duck (2 course) (

( )).
The number of tickets is limited to 150, and they

can be purchased at the ICSA booth in the conven-
tion center from 1:00pm to 5:00pm on Sunday, July
31st till 4:00pm on Wednesday, August 3rd.

Min Yang, Ph.D.
2016 JSM Local Chair, ICSA
Professor
Department of Mathematics, Statis-
tics, and Computer Science
University of Illinois at Chicago

New Fellows of ASA
• Cong Chen, Merck & Co., Inc.

• Ding-Geng Chen, University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill

• Joshua (Yonghua) Chen, Sanofi Pasteur

• Haitao Chu, University of Minnesota Twin
Cities

• Robert Gentleman, 23andMe

• David Haziza, Université de Montréal

• Hsin-Cheng Huang, Institute of Statistical Sci-
ence, Academia Sinica

• Yijian Huang, Emory University

• Qi Long, Emory University

• Hon Keung Tony Ng, Southern Methodist
University

• Limin Peng, Emory University

• Yuanjia Wang, Columbia University

• Xiaonan Xue, Albert Einstein College of
Medicine

• Chunming Zhang, University of Wisconsin-
Madison
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Candidates for 2017 ICSA Officers
Candidates for 2017 President-
Elect

1. Ho, Shuyen

[PRESENT POSITION] Bio-
statistics Director, Global Data
Operations, PAREXEL In-
ternational (2015-Present).
[FORMER POSITION] Bio-
statistics & Programming
Director, GlaxoSmithKline
(2001-2014); Section Head,

GlaxoWellcome (1997-2001); Group Leader, Senior
Research & Research Statistician, Schering-Plough
Research Institute (now Merck) (1990-1997). [DE-
GREES] Ph.D. in Statistics, University of Wiscon-
sin - Madison, 1989; B.S. in Applied Mathemat-
ics, National Chiao Tung University, Taiwan, 1981.
[FIELD OF MAJOR STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES]
Clinical Trials, Bayesian Statistics and Prior Elic-
itation, Multiplicity, Statistics Consulting. [ICSA
ACTIVITIES] Award Committee Member 2015-
2017, President's Citation 2014, Executive Direc-
tor 2011-2013, Program Committee Chair 2008,
Outstanding Service Award 2008, Applied Sympo-
sium Organizing Committee Chair 2007, Member-
ship Committee Member 2005-2007, Board Direc-
tor 2003-2005, Life member. [RELATED PROFES-
SIONAL ACTIVITIES] Co-founder of GSK-Duke
Statistical Workshop, 2013-2014; Duke University
Biostatistics Professional Advisory Council Mem-
ber, 2011-present; GSK-US Biostatistics Conference
Co-organizer, 2012; FDA/Pharma Workshop Com-
mittee Member, 2004-2006; ASA pilot Colleague to
Colleague program (current). [SELECTED PUB-
LICATIONS] "Phase II Clinical Development of New
Drugs", ICSA Book Series in Statistics, Springer, co-
authored with Ting, N., Chen, D. and Cappelleri,
J., to be published in 2017; "Data-Driven Prior Dis-
tributions for a Phase-2 COPD Dose-Finding Clinical
Trial", co-authored with Novick, S., 2nd place poster
winner in 2015 JSM, manuscript in submission;
"From Statistical Power to Statistical Assurance: It's
Time for the Paradigm Change in Clinical Trial Design",
co-authored with Chen, D., 2015 ASA Proceedings,
manuscript in review; "A Bayesian re-analysis of bi-
nary data from Macugen phase III clinical trials", co-
authored with Ting, N. and Chen, D., to appear
in Communications in Statistics 2016. Other ear-
lier articles have been published in the Journal of

Biopharmaceutical Statistics, Journal of Statistical
Computation and Simulation, ASA Proceedings,
and Respiratory therapeutic medical journals.

[STATEMENT]
For over 25 years, I have enjoyed servicing the ICSA,
whether as a member, Symposium Organizer or Ex-
ecutive Director. During this time, I have had the
pleasure of witnessing and contributing to the or-
ganization's growing success, both in size and in-
fluence.

Through its many capable leaders and dedi-
cated members, ICSA embodies the cutting edge
of statistical theories, methods, and applications.
ICSA's members include distinguished profes-
sors and research and applied statisticians from
academia, industries and governments. This is
clearly reflected in our high quality and well par-
ticipated symposia, conferences, and technical jour-
nals. We also engage in close collaboration with
other statistical organizations, such as ASA, and be-
tween academia, industry and government. ICSA
has also steadily improved its member services
and general outreach to the statistical community
broadly, although there is still plenty of opportu-
nity and space to grow. On the administrative and
operational infrastructure, ICSA has improved over
the years. We have achieved significant milestones,
such as revising the Constitution and By-laws, es-
tablishing a member database with online regis-
tration and renewal, creating symposium websites,
and establishing a home office at Georgia Southern
University. However, there is still room for growth
as ICSA cements its position as a leading statistical
organization.

Under the current leadership, ICSA continues to
expand collaborations and establish new partner-
ships globally, pursue scientific leadership, strive
for operational excellence, encourage mentorship,
expand membership, and increase course offerings
and conferences to nurture researchers and attract
new members.

If elected, I would like to build on this solid
foundation and continue to grow ICSA's outreach,
influence and services. In addition to the current
directions and efforts, I will also work specifically
to:

1. Initiate ICSA Fellows program. Given our
many distinguished members and their
achievements, in addition to our Pao-Lu Hsu
and Distinguished Achievement Awards, it is
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time to establish our own Fellows to recognize
members of established reputation who have
made outstanding contributions in statistical
related work.

2. Expand home office capacity by potentially
hiring and training professional staff to
streamline and formalize operations, estab-
lish procedures and guidance, and maintain
organization memory.

3. Enhance the sustainability of ICSA through
improved income-generating activities. An
ad-hoc committee may be formed to design
and implement programs to achieve ICSA's fi-
nancial sustainability and growing potential.

4. Support the establishment of new specific
area sections and local chapters. Local chap-
ters have been growing rapidly and are help-
ful for recruiting new members and enhanc-
ing member services.

5. Explore strategies to recruit new members
with the idea that "Our Common Denomina-
tor is Statistics." In particular, focusing our re-
cruiting efforts on the Chinese region, diver-
sified ethnic groups, and to different disci-
plines, such as computer science, economics,
and industrial and electrical engineering.

Throughout the years, I have enjoyed being a
part of the distinguished community that ICSA fos-
ters. Being a member of ICSA has given me op-
portunities to present research papers, organize ses-
sions and symposium, and network with scholars
and leaders in various statistical areas. For exam-
ple, although I live close to the SAS Founder and
CEO Dr. Jim Goodnight in Cary North Carolina, it
was until I co-organized the 2007 ICSA symposium
at Raleigh North Carolina that gave me the oppor-
tunity to get to know him and introduce him to our
members who participated in his insightful banquet
speech.

I am delighted to be nominated for the
President-Elect position and look forward to serv-
ing the organization for its continuous success.
Thank you for considering me for this position.

2. Liu, Aiyi
[PRESENT POSITION] Senior
Investigator (with Tenure),
Biostatistics and Bioinformat-
ics Branch, Division of In-
tramural Population Health
Research, Eunice Kennedy
Shriver National Institute of
Child Health and Human De-

velopment, National Institutes of Health (2007-
Present). [FORMER POSITION] Investigator
(Tenure Track), Biostatistics and Bioinformatics
Branch, Division of Intramural Population Health
Research, Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Insti-
tute of Child Health and Human Development, Na-
tional Institutes of Health (2002-2007); Assistant
Professor of Biostatistics (Tenure Track), Depart-
ment of Biostatistics, Bioinformatics, and Biomath-
ematics, Georgetown University (1999-2002); Post-
doctoral Research Fellow, Department of Biostatis-
tics and Epidemiology, St. Jude Children's Research
Hospital (1997-1999); Faculty member, Department
of Mathematics, University of Science and Tech-
nology of China (1986-1993). [DEGREES] Ph.D.
in Statistics, University of Rochester, 1997; M.S.
in Statistics, 1988, and B.S. in Mathematics, 1986,
University of Science and Technology of China
[FIELD OF MAJOR STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES]
Sequential methods in clinical trials and biomed-
ical research; Statistical methodology for diag-
nostic biomarkers (ROC curve analysis; methods
for pooled biospecimens; evaluation of measure-
ment errors; limit of detection and left truncation);
Semiparametric and nonparametric methods for
multidimensional data; Group testing methodol-
ogy. [SELECTED PUBLICATIONS] Dr. Liu has
published over 130 peer-reviewed research papers
among which about two-third are statistical meth-
ods papers, with the rest resulting from his col-
laboration with biomedical researchers at NIH and
other institutions. Dr. Liu's contributions to the sta-
tistical literature cover a range of topics including
statistical inference upon termination of sequen-
tial testing, non-parametric inference on multidi-
mensional outcomes, combination of biomarkers
to improve diagnostic performance, and optimal
group testing designs, mostly motivated by collab-
orative biomedical problems. His research work
has been published in leading biostatistical/statis-
tical journals including Biometrika, Biometrics, Bio-
statistics, Statistics in Medicine, Journal of the Ameri-
can Statistical Association, and Statistica Sinica. Dr.
Liu is a coauthor (with Zou KH, Bandos A, Ohno-
Machado L, Rockette H) of a book, Statistical Evalua-
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tion of Diagnostic Performance: Topics in ROC Analysis
(Chapman & Hall/CRC, 2011), and has co-edited
(with Chen Z, Qu Y, Tang L, Ting N, Tsong Y) the
ICSA 2013 symposium book, Applied Statistics in
Biomedicine and Clinical Trials Design: Selected Pa-
pers from 2013 ICSA/ISBS Joint Statistical Meetings
(Springer, 2015). More information can be found
on https://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/s
taff/Pages/bio.aspx?nih_id=0011166359.
[HONORS AND AWARDS] Dr. Liu is an elected
member of the International Statistical Institute
(2006), a fellow of the American Statistical Asso-
ciation (2011), and the recipient of the National In-
stitutes of Health Director's Award (2013 and 2015).
[EDITORIAL SERVICES] Associate Editor, Clinical
Trials: Journal of the Society for Clinical Trials, 2014-
Present; Associate Editor, Journal of Statistical Plan-
ning and Inference, 2009-2012; Guest Co-Editor (with
KH Zou) for "Mathematical and Statistical Meth-
ods for Diagnoses and Therapies". Philosophical
Transaction of the Royal Society A, Number 1874,
Volume 366, July 2008. [PROFESSIONAL SER-
VICES] Committee on Award of an Outstanding
Statistical Application, the American Statistical As-
sociation (ASA), 2011-Present. [ICSA ACTIVITIES]
Life member of ICSA; Member, Board of Directors,
2007-2009; Member, Awards Committee, 2015-2017;
Co-Chair (with Y Tsong), Program Committee and
Executive Committee, ICSA Applied Statistics Sym-
posium, 2013; Member, Program Committee, ICSA
Applied Statistics Symposium, 2005, 2011, 2015.

[STATEMENT]
I am honored to be nominated as a candidate for
the ICSA President. I am perhaps one of the many
who benefited most from joining ICSA and partici-
pating in its activities, beginning as a graduate stu-
dent. I first learned the formation and the name of
ICSA in the summer of 1987 from Professor George
Tiao of the University of Chicago who visited to
the Department of Mathematics of the University
of Science and Technology of China. As a grad-
uate student then in the department I was asked
to take Professor Tiao and his wife to tour Huang
Shan (Yellow Mountain). During the tour, Profes-
sor Tiao and his wife fed me with a lot of infor-
mation about Chinese statisticians in the US, their
contributions and influence, and then newly estab-
lished ICSA. ICSA is the first statistics organization
I joined (as a life member) after I came to the US
in 1993. So many years having passed, I am still
remembering the 1996 ICSA Applied Symposium
held at the Johns Hopkins University, the first sta-
tistical conference I attended in the US at which I

met quite a few senior statisticians including Dr. Yi
Tsong of FDA who have later become my lifetime
mentors and friends, something much needed for a
graduate student or junior statistician like me then.
For that reason I have always encouraged graduate
students and junior statisticians to join ICSA as a
member and to attend ICSA conferences.

Trained as a mathematician and mathematical
statistician in both under and graduate studies,
and worked as a biostatistician in biomedical re-
search after graduate, I understand not only how
much statisticians may need to interact with re-
searchers in various disciplines, but also how im-
portant role statisticians can play in the process of
scientific research. While truly realizing the limita-
tion of what an ICSA president can do during the
one-year tenure, if elected, I would like to make
my best efforts to continue the ICSA's endeavor
to increase the visibility and to promote the role
of ICSA in the communities. In order to attract
more junior statisticians, I plan to increase ICSA ac-
tivities by organizing more conference sessions, to
promote more publications on ICSA bulletin, web-
site, and other media platforms, on issues such
as funding opportunities, writing successful grant
applications, healthful and productive collabora-
tions, manuscript publication skills, and to launch
a mentor-mentee network to encourage partnership
among senior and junior statisticians, so that grad-
uate students and junior statisticians can benefit in
their career development. I will also continue the
current ICSA's efforts to outreach to other statis-
tics communities and regions. The ICSA Shanghai
Chapter appears to be an exciting experiment, and
if turned out to be a successful model, I plan to ex-
pand the model by creating more chapters in vari-
ous regions. My vision, taking China as an exam-
ple, and similarly for other regions, is a creation of
ICSA-China that has a few chapters, which will pro-
mote membership for ICSA and coordinate ICSA
activities and partnership with other statistics soci-
eties in the region. I will also make efforts to pro-
mote better understanding among different disci-
plines and better understanding of what roles statis-
ticians can play and what contributions statisticians
can make in other emerging scientific fields.
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Candidates for 2017 Biometrics
Section Representative

1. He, Wenqing
[PRESENT POSITION] Wen-
qing He is a Professor of Statis-
tics in the Department of Sta-
tistical and Actuarial Sciences
at the University of Western
Ontario, Canada. [DEGREES]
He earned a B.S. degree in
Mathematics from Lanzhou

University in China, and an MSc in Applied Math-
ematics from Sichuan University in China, an M.
A. in Statistics from York University in Canada,
and a Ph.D. in Statistics from University of Water-
loo in Canada. [MAJOR STATISTICAL ACTIVI-
TIES] His research interests include the develop-
ment of parametric and semiparametric methods
in the analysis of complex structured data, such as
multivariate survival data, missing data and data
with measurement error, and gene expression data,
with the applications on cancer research and health
studies. He has published many research articles,
both theoretical and applied, in peer-reviewed jour-
nals. [ICSA ACTIVITES AND OFFICE HELD] He
chaired the ICSA Student Paper Competition Com-
mittee in 2014, and organized and chaired many in-
vited sessions for ICSA Applied Statistics Sympo-
sium and ICSA conference in the past years. He was
a member of the ICSA Program Committee in 2014-
2015, and was a member of the Program Committee
for the Applied Statistical Symposium held in New
York in 2011. [RELATED PROFESSIONAL ACTIV-
ITIES] He was the local representative for the Sta-
tistical Society of Canada (SSC) 2008-2010, was the
member of the Pierre Robillard Award Committee
(the best PhD thesis award) for SSC in year 2012-
2015, and chaired the Pierre Robillard Award Com-
mittee in 2013-2014.

2. Qu, Annie
[PRESENT POSITION] Annie
Qu is Professor of Statistics
at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign. She
is the Director of the Illi-
nois Statistics Office and Co-
Director of the Ph.D. Program.
[FORMER POSITION] Prior
to joining UIUC, she was As-

sociate Professor of Statistics at Oregon State Uni-

versity. [DEGREES] She received her Ph.D. degree
from Penn State University, and her B.S. from Fu-
dan University. [HONORS] She received an NSF
career award in 2004-2009, and was elected ASA Fel-
low in 2010. She is currently Associate Editor of
JASA and the Electronic Journal of Statistics, and
past Associate Editor of Biometrics and Statistical
Science. [FIELD OF MAJOR STATISTICAL AC-
TIVITIES] Her research interests are in longitudi-
nal data, semiparametric and nonparametric statis-
tics, machine learning and high-dimensional data.
[PUBLICATIONS] She has published over 40 pa-
pers in peer-reviewed journals including JASA, An-
nals of Statistics, Biometrika, JRSSB, Journal of Ma-
chine Learning Research, and Biometrics. She is the
Section Chair-Elect of Statistical Learning and Data
Mining for ASA in 2017. [ICSA OFFICES AND AC-
TIVITIES] She served on the Membership Commit-
tee of ICSA in 2008-2010, as the Chair of the Publi-
cation Committee for ICSA in 2015, and as the Mid-
west Chapter Committee and Symposium Program
Co-Chair for ICSA in 2015. In addition, she served
on the Program Committee of ICSA in 2009-2013,
the Organizing Committee for the 4th and 5th IMS-
China International Conferences, and as the overall
Program Chair of JSM in 2015. She is a permanent
member of ICSA.

Candidates for Directors of the
ICSA Board (2017-2019)

1. Chen, Jie
[PRESENT POSITION] Jie
Chen is Sr. Global Group
Head of Novartis Pharma-
ceutical Corporation. Prior
to joining Novartis, Jie held
various positions in the bio-
pharmaceutical industry in-
cluding Sr. Director of Bio-

metrics and Information Science at AstraZeneca
Global Medicine Development China, Director/Sr.
Director of Statistics and Statistical Programming
at Merck Serono R&D (Beijing) Hub, Director of
statistics at Abbott Laboratories, and Sr. Biometri-
cian/Associate Director at Merck Research Labora-
tories. [DEGREES] Jie earned both a medical degree
and a Master's degree from Shanghai First College
of Medicine (now Fudan University School of Pub-
lic Health), MPH in biostatistics from the University
of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, and a PhD
in statistics from Temple University, Philadelphia.
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[FIELDS OF MAJOR STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES]
Jie's interest includes statistical innovation and ap-
plications in the research, development, regulation
and life-cycle management of biopharmaceutical
products. He is especially interested in the areas
of innovative trial design, multi-regional clinical
trials, multiple comparisons and multiple testing,
Bayesian approaches, and safety evaluation of med-
ical products. Jie has served as a co-guest editor
for Biometrical Journal (2007), Statistics in Biopharma-
ceutical Research (2010), Journal of Biopharmaceutical
Statistics (2013). [PUBLICATIONS] Jie has pub-
lished about thirty articles in peer-reviewed jour-
nals, making contributions to biopharmaceutical
statistics. He has given short courses at FDA/In-
dustry Statistics Workshop (2010), EMA Statistical
Symposium (2011) and delivered numerous sci-
entific presentations at institutional statistical col-
loquia, professional conferences and workshops.
[ICSA ACTIVITES AND OFFICE HELD] Jie joined
the ICSA effort of Applied Statistics Symposium
in early 2000, and started in recent years helping
organize sessions. He serves as an Organizing
Committee member for the 2015 and 2016 ICSA
China Statistics Conferences where he organizes
sessions and gives presentations. [RELATED PRO-
FESSIONAL ACTIVITIES] Jie has been quite ac-
tive in professional services to biopharmaceutical
statistics. He is a co-founder of the International
Society for Biopharmaceutical Statistics (ISBS), and
currently serves as president-elect of the ISBS. He
serves in the Executive Committee of the 1st – 4th
ISBS international symposia (2008-2015), Organiz-
ing Committee of the 4th – 6th MCP international
conferences (2005-2011), Current Index to Statis-
tics Management Committee (2008-2010) of the
American Statistical Association (ASA), and Steer-
ing Committee and Round-Table Co-Chair of the
2010 FDA/Industry Statistics Workshop. Jie is also
a co-organizer of the 2015 and 2016 UMBC-Stanford
Workshop on Clinical Trials and Regulatory Sci-
ences.

2. Chen, Cathy W.S.
[PRESENT POSITION] Dis-
tinguished Professor, Feng
Chia University, Taiwan
(2004-Present); Professor,
Department of Statistics,
Feng Chia University (1998-
Present); Program Director,
FCU-SJSU Dual-Degree Pro-

gram in Business Analytics (2016-Present). [FOR-

MER POSITION] Associate Professor, Department
of Statistics, Feng Chia University (1993-1998). [DE-
GREES] Ph.D. in Statistics, National Central Uni-
versity, Chung-Li, Taiwan, 1993; M.Sc. in Statis-
tics, University of California, Riverside, USA, 1985.
[FIELD OF MAJOR STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES]
Professor Chen is devoted to developing Bayesian
methods in nonlinear and financial time series anal-
ysis, which include inference, forecasting, diagnosis
and model selection for time series models. Many
of her papers address important issues in finan-
cial risk management such as value-at-risk using
Bayesian time series methodology. She also has
made contributions to issues concerning environ-
mental changes and modelling of infectious disease
outbreak. She has been very active in serving as
associate editors (or editor of special issues) for a
number of prominent journals such as the Jour-
nal of Business and Economic Statistics, Computa-
tional Statistics and Data Analysis, the Australian
and New Zealand Journal of Statistics, PLOS ONE,
and Computational Statistics. [SELECTED PUB-
LICATIONS] Professor Chen has published over
85 peer-reviewed research papers in leading jour-
nals in areas of statistics, economics, finance, and
infectious diseases, including Journal of Business
and Economic Statistics, Statistics and Comput-
ing, Computational Statistics and Data Analysis,
Statistics, Statistics in Medicine, Journal of the Royal
Statistical Society Series C, AIDS, Emerging Infec-
tious Diseases, Journal of Financial Econometrics,
and International Journal of Forecasting. One of
her papers appeared in Nature in 2006. [HON-
ORS AND AWARDS] Fellow, the American Sta-
tistical Association 2016; Fellow, the Royal Statis-
tical Society, UK 2009; Chartered Statistician, the
Royal Statistical Society, UK, 2010; Elected Mem-
ber, International Statistical Institute 2008; Hon-
orary member of the Phi Tau Phi Scholastic Honor
Society 2006. [EDITORIAL SERVICES] AE, PLOS
ONE, 2014 – present; AE, Journal of Business and
Economic Statistics, 2013 – present; AE, Computa-
tional Statistics and Data Analysis (CSDA), 2009 –
present; Annals Guest AE, CSDA Annals of Com-
putational and Financial Econometrics, 2010; Edi-
tor, the 6th special issue on Computational Econo-
metrics of the CSDA; Editor, the special issue on
"Bayesian Computing, Methods and Applications"
of the CSDA; AE, the Australian and New Zealand
Journal of Statistics, 2008 – present; AE, Computa-
tional Statistics, 2008 – present. [PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES] Council member, International Associ-
ation for Statistical Computing (IASC), ISI, 2013-
2017; Committee member, Women in Statistics,
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ISI, 2013-2015; ISBA/Economics, Finance and Busi-
ness, Nominating Committee 2013; ISI Nomina-
tions Committee for the period 2013-2015; Chair,
East Asia Outreach Committee (EAOC), ISI, Au-
gust 2011–present; Board of Directors of the IASC-
ARS, 2008 – present; Panel member, Mathematics
Research Promotion Center of the National Science
Council in Taiwan. 2013-2015 and 2007-2009. Panel
member in statistics, Department of Natural Sci-
ences of the National Science Council in Taiwan,
2011-2013. [ICSA ACTIVITIES] Professor Chen
serves as Scientific Program Committee member,
the First Eastern Asia Meeting on Bayesian Statis-
tics (A Satellite Meeting of the 10th ICSA Interna-
tional Conference) in 2016. She attended the ICSA
conferences and gave talks since 2001.

3. Hu, Jianhua
[PRESENT POSITION AND
DEGREES] Dr. Hu obtained
her PhD degree in Biostatistics
from University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill in 2003,
and joined Department of Bio-
statistics at University of Texas
MD Anderson Cancer Center
as an Assistant Professor in

2004. At MD Anderson, she has been Professor
since September 2015. [FIELD OF MAJOR STATIS-
TICAL ACTIVITIES] The breadth and scope of Hu's
research demonstrate the impressive depth of her
expertise in methodology and translational appli-
cations. Specifically, she continues to make sub-
stantial contributions to developing rigorous and
effective formal analytical tools for various high-
throughput genomics, proteomics, and medical
imaging data produced by new technologies. The
relevance of such work is highlighted particularly
in medicine with the rapid emergence of various
new biotechnologies generating massive datasets
that require novel analytical methods in order to
extract clinically meaningful information. [PUB-
LICATIONS] Dr. Hu has also dedicated to gen-
eral methodology development in variable selec-
tion, nonparametric modeling, and robust statistics.
Hu has made a remarkable feat and marker of an
accomplished (bio)statistician, with her outstand-
ing methodology publication record-particularly in
Journal of American Statistical Association, Journal of
the Royal Statistical Society, Series B, Biometrika, An-
nals of Applied Statistics, and Biometrics. [ICSA AC-
TIVITIES] Dr. Hu has been both the organizer and
a speaker at invited sessions at several ICSA con-

ferences/symposiums. She has also been Associate
Editor for Statistics in Biosciences (a ICSA journal)
since 2015.

4. Hu, Zonghui
[PRESENT POSITION] Dr.
Hu is a Mathematical Statis-
tician at National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases, National Institutes of
Health. [DEGREES] Ph.D.
in Statistics from Texas A&M

University and B.S. in mathematics from Dalian
University of Technology. [FIELDS OF MAJOR
STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES] Her research interests
include semiparametric modeling, missing data
problem, high dimensional data analysis, vaccine
design and vaccine efficacy. [PUBLICATIONS] She
has over fifty publications including lead author
papers in the Journal of American Statistical As-
sociation, Biometrika, Journal of Royal Statistical
Society Series C, Journal of Statistical Planning and
Inference, Statistics in Medicine, and Statistics and
Its Interface. She has collaborated papers in medical
journals such as New England Journal of Medicine,
Proceedings of the National Academy of Science
of the United States of America, Lancet, Blood and
AIDS. [HONORS AND AWARDS] She is the recip-
ient of NIH director's award in 2015 and special
act/service award for eight times 2005-2015. [ICSA
ACTIVITES] ICSA membership committee 2011-
2013; invited contributor of two special issues in
Statistics and Its Interface; invited speaker on miss-
ing data problems in ICSA 2011. [EDITORIAL SER-
VICES] Associate Editor for Statistics in Medicine
2015 to present. [STATEMENT] I am very grateful
to be nominated as a candidate. If I have the op-
portunity to serve in the board, I will make effort
to better facilitate the collaborations between NIH,
academia and pharmaceutical industry, which has
been one of my major responsibilities at NIH.

5. Huang, Bo
[PRESENT POSITION] Di-
rector, Global Innovative
Pharma, Pfizer Inc., CT, USA.
[FORMER POSITIONS] As-
sociate Director (2011-2015),
Manager (January 2008-2011),
Pfizer Inc. [DEGREES] Ph.D.
in Statistics, University of

Wisconsin-Madison, 2007; M.S. in Statistics, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, 2005; B.S. in Mathemat-
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ical Statistics, Nankai University, 2003. [FIELD OF
MAJOR STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES] Dr. Huang's
research interest includes model-based dose-
finding design, adaptive design, development
of personalized medicine, and survival analysis.
[PUBLICATIONS] Dr. Huang has many publica-
tions in peer-reviewed journals including Statistics
in Medicine, Journal of Biopharmaceutical Statis-
tics, Statistics in Biopharmaceutical Research, Bio-
metrical Journal, Clinical cancer research, Journal of
Clinical Oncology and various other medical jour-
nals. He is also an author of 2 book chapters. His
publication covers a wide range of major biophar-
maceutical statistical areas. In addition, he has con-
tributed to over 40 oral and poster presentations at
major statistical and medical conferences, including
invited talks at the FDA industry statistics work-
shop, PhRMA KOL Lecture Series in Adaptive De-
signs, JSM, ICSA, ENAR. [ICSA ACTIVITIES] Dr.
Huang is a member of ICSA and has been an active
participant of ICSA applied symposiums as invited
speaker, organizer, and chair since he attended
his first ICSA applied symposium in 2006. [RE-
LATED PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES] Dr. Huang
has served as a referee for numerous statistical jour-
nals, including JASA, Biometrics, Clinical Trials,
Statistics in Medicine, Journal of Biopharmaceu-
tical Statistics, Statistics in Biopharmaceutical Re-
search. He is the recipient of the 1st-place award of
the ASA Biopharmaceutical Section Poster Compe-
tition in 2014, 2nd-place award of the ASA StatSig
Poster Contest in 2012, and ENAR Distinguished
Student Paper Award in 2007. He also currently
holds a patent in the US on cancer research (US
Patent 8,435,516 B2).

6. Huang, Chiung-Yu
[PRESENT POSITION]
Chiung-Yu Huang is Asso-
ciate Professor of Oncology
and Biostatistics at the Johns
Hopkins University. Prior to
joining the Sidney Kimmel
Comprehensive Cancer Cen-
ter at JHU in 2013, she was

a Mathematical Statistician at the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, National
Institutes of Health. [DEGREES] Dr. Huang holds
B.S. and M.S. degrees in Mathematics from the
National Tsing-Hua University in Taiwan, and a
Ph.D. in Biostatistics from the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity. [FIELDS OF MAJOR STATISTICAL AC-
TIVITIES] Dr. Huang's main area of research is

general biostatistics methodology and its appli-
cation to biomedical sciences. She has extensive
experience in methodology development related
to survival outcomes, recurrent events, competing
risks, longitudinal measurements, missing data,
and monitoring of clinical trials. Her recent work
includes a novel approach that combines informa-
tion from the individual-level data collected in clin-
ical studies with aggregate information from ex-
ternal big-data sources, such as the Surveillance,
Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) program of
the NCI to infer about associations or differences
of interest. She has developed efficient statistical
methods for evaluating vaccine efficacy in clinical
trials with active surveillance by incorporating in-
formation about the number of founder virus. Dr.
Huang serves as Associate Editor for Lifetime Data
Analysis and for Statistics in Biosciences, and Co-
Guest Editor for LIDA Special Issue on outcome
dependent sampling. As a Mathematical Statisti-
cian at NIAID between 2004 and 2013, she worked
closely with both extramural and intramural scien-
tists on design, conduct, monitoring, analysis and
presentation of clinical trials and laboratory stud-
ies, with a focus on influenza and malaria research.
[PUBLICATIONS] Dr. Huang has published more
than sixty peer-reviewed research articles in pres-
tigious statistical and medical journals, including
JASA, Biometrika, Biometrics, Biostatistics, Statis-
tics in Medicine, American Journal of Human Ge-
netics, New England Journal of Medicine, Annals of
Oncology, and PNAS. [ICSA ACTIVITES AND OF-
FICE HELD] Dr. Huang has organized and chaired
invited sessions for several ICSA Applied Statistics
Symposiums. She served as a reviewer for ICSA
Book Series in Statistics, entitled "Applied Statistics
in Biomedicine and Clinical Trials Design: Selected
Papers from 2013 ICSA/ISBS Joint Statistical Meet-
ings." [RELATED PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES]
Dr. Huang served as a Grant Reviewer for NIH and
for Organization for Health Research and Develop-
ment (ZonMw), Netherlands. She is a Statistical Re-
viewer for Infectious Disease Clinical Research Pro-
gram of NIAID and the Uniformed Services Univer-
sity of the Health Sciences, and Division of Allergy,
Immunology, and Transplantation, Laboratory of
Host Defenses, and Laboratory of Immunogenetics
of NIAID. She is currently a member of the Clinical
Research Review Committee (CRC) at the Sidney
Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center. She is a
member of the organizing committee for the 2015
NIAID workshop "Infectious Diseases Research:
Quantitative Methods and Models in the Era of
Big Data," held in National Institutes of Health,
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Bethesda, MD.

7. Ing, Ching-Kang

[PRESENT POSITION]
Ching-Kang Ing is Research
Fellow in the Institute of Sta-
tistical Science at Academia
Sinica, and Professor in De-
partment of Economics at
National Taiwan University.

[DEGREES] He earned a Ph.D. degree in Statistics
from National Tsing Hua University. [FIELDS OF
MAJOR STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES] His research
interests include model selection, asymptotic the-
ory, time series analysis, and large p small n prob-
lems. He currently serves as an Associate Editor
of Statistica Sinica and Journal of Time Series Anal-
ysis. [PUBLICATIONS] He has published quite a
few papers in core statistics and econometrics jour-
nals such as AoS, JASA, Bernoulli, Statistica Sinica,
JoE, Econometric Theory, JTSA and JBES. [RELATED
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES] His groundbreak-
ing results in time series prediction and model se-
lection have resulted in two Outstanding Research
Awards (2008 and 2013) given by Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology of Taiwan and one Academia
Sinica Investigator Award (2011). His method for
the analysis of high-dimensional data has helped
two largest semiconductor companies in Taiwan
to increase their yield rates. He served on scien-
tific program and organizational committees of
many professional meetings, including Workshop
on High-Dimensional Statistical Analysis, 2015,
Workshop on Complex and High-Dimensional
Data Analysis, 2015, Workshop on Financial Deriva-
tives and Risk Management, 2013, Workshop on
Active Risk Management, 2013, Workshop on Sta-
tistical Frontiers, 2012, Joint Meeting of the 2011
Taipei International Statistical Symposium and 7th
Conference of the Asian Regional Section of the
IASC, 2011, Financial Risk Management Workshop,
2010, Workshop on Model Selection and Related
Topics, 2009, Conference on Statistical Models and
Methods in Quantitative Finance and Related Top-
ics, 2009, Statistics and Probability Conference in
Memory of Ching-Zong Wei, 2005, Workshop on
Sequential Analysis, Time Series and Related Top-
ics, 2004.

8. Ji, Hongkai
[PRESENT POSITION] Asso-
ciate Professor of Biostatis-
tics, The Bloomberg School of
Public Health, Johns Hopkins
University (2013-Present); Af-
filiated Faculty, The Institute
for Data Intensive Engineer-
ing and Science, Johns Hop-

kins University (2013-Present); Affiliated Faculty,
Center for Computational Biology, Johns Hop-
kins University (2012-Present); Affiliated Faculty,
The High Throughput Biology (HiT) Center, Johns
Hopkins University (2011-Present). [FORMER PO-
SITION] Assistant Professor of Biostatistics, The
Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hop-
kins University (2007-2013). [DEGREES] Ph.D. in
Statistics, Harvard University, 2007; M.A. in Statis-
tics, Harvard University, 2004; M.E. in Automa-
tion, Tsinghua University, 2002; B.E. in Automa-
tion, Tsinghua University, 1999. [FIELD OF MAJOR
STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES] Dr. Ji's research inter-
ests include statistical genomics, big data, experi-
ment design, Bayesian and empirical Bayes meth-
ods, machine learning, data mining, and statistical
computing. He develops statistical and compu-
tational methods for collecting and analyzing big
and complex data, particularly high-throughput
genomic data. He also applies these tools to study
gene regulatory programs in human development
and diseases. [PUBLICATIONS] He has published
47 peer-reviewed research articles in both statis-
tical and scientific journals and 6 book chapters
(https://scholar.google.com/citations
?user=EujDTuEAAAAJ&hl=zh-CN). With his in-
terdisciplinary work at the interface of statistics,
biological science and public health, he has made
both methodological and scientific contributions.
Methodologically, he has developed widely-used
statistical and computational methods for analyz-
ing high-throughput genomic data (Nature Biotech-
nology, 2008), data integration and mining (PNAS,
2013; Biostatistics, 2015), and Bayesian hierarchical
and mixture models for big omics data (Bioinfor-
matics, 2005; Nature Biotechnology, 2010; Biostatistics,
2015). Scientifically, he has made contributions to
decoding gene regulatory networks in cancer, stem
cells, and embryonic development (Cell, 2007; Genes
& Development, 2008, 2010, 2015; PNAS, 2010), com-
parative genomics (Nature, 2005), and transposon
biology (Cell, 2010). He has developed 15 open
source software tools distributed through GitHub,
R/Bioconductor, and other public repositories and
web sites. These tools have been widely used in the
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biomedical research community (30,000+ down-
loads). He has also given numerous invited talks
and presentations at institutional colloquia and na-
tional and international conferences. [ICSA ACTIV-
ITIES] Dr. Ji is an Associate Editor for the ICSA-
sponsored journal Statistics in Biosciences (2015-
present). He is also the Guest Editor for the spe-
cial issue of Statistics in Biosciences on "Statistics
and Genomics: Emerging Issues and Solutions".
He organized sessions for the 8th and 10th ICSA
International Conferences and will be chairing a
session for the 2016 ICSA Symposium. [RELATED
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES] Dr. Ji is currently
an Associate Editor for Statistical Applications in
Genetics and Molecular Biology (2011-present) and
Statistics in Biosciences (2015-present). He has orga-
nized and chaired scientific sessions for numerous
statistical conferences. He has served the organiz-
ing committee for The Statistical Methods for Very
Large Datasets Conference. He is an author of the
ASA White Paper "Discovery with Data: Leverag-
ing Statistics and Computer Science to Transform
Science and Society". He served as reviewers for
both leading statistical and scientific journals such
as JASA, JRSSB, Nature Biotechnology, Nature Meth-
ods, PNAS, and Genome Research. He has also served
numerous NIH study sections including GCAT,
BMRD, BDMA and a number of special emphasis
panels as grant reviewers. His research is funded
by NIH and TEDCO.

9. Lu, Hui
[PRESENT POSITION] Dis-
tinguished Professor, Depart-
ment of Bioinformatics and
Biostatistics, Shanghai Jiao-
tong University; Co-Director,
SJTU-Yale Joint Center for
Biostatistics; Director, Cen-
ter for Biomedical Informat-

ics, Shanghai Children's Hospital; Adjunct Profes-
sor of Biostatistics, Yale University. [DEGREES]
Bachelor degree from Peking University in mathe-
matics, PhD from University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign in Computational Biology. [FIELDS
OF MAJOR STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES] Bioinfor-
matics and biostatistics, molecular network anal-
ysis, disease networks, computational systems bi-
ology, medical genetics, datamining and machine
learning, medical and clinical data analysis, clinical
trial design, protein structure prediction, and pro-

tein dynamics study. [PUBLICATIONS] Published
more than 60 papers in journals including Nature,
Molecular Cell, PNAS, JACS, Genome Research, Bioin-
formatics, Biophysical Journal, Nucleic Acids Research,
Proteins, with more than 4000 citations.

10. Wang, Sijian
[PRESENT POSITION] Sijian
Wang is an Associate Pro-
fessor of Department of Bio-
statistics & Medical Informat-
ics and Department of Statis-
tics at University of Wiscon-
sin, Madison. [FORMER PO-
SITIONS] None. [DEGREES]

He earned a B.S. degree in Applied Mathematics
from Tsinghua University, China, and a Ph.D. de-
gree in Biostatistics from University of Michigan.
[FIELDS OF MAJOR STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES]
His research interests include high-dimensional
data analysis, statistical machine learning, variable
selection, nonparametric smoothing, statistical ge-
nomics, bioinformatics, precision medicine, sur-
vival analysis, longitudinal data analysis, and sta-
tistical modeling in biomedical sciences. [PUBLI-
CATIONS] He has published more than twenty
statistical research papers in peer-reviewed jour-
nals, including Annals of Statistics, Annals of Applied
Statistics, Biometrics, Biometrika, Biometrics, Biostatis-
tics, PNAS, Statistics in Medicine and others, mak-
ing numerous theoretical and methodological con-
tributions in his research areas. He published more
than 20 interdisciplinary research papers in various
leading medical journals. He has given more than
sixty invited talks and presentations at national
and international meetings, workshops, and institu-
tional colloquia. [ICSA ACTIVITES AND OFFICE
HELD] He organized an invited session for 2011
ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium in New York,
NY and an invited session for 2017 ICSA Applied
Statistics Symposium in Chicago, IL. [RELATED
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES] He has taken sev-
eral officer positions in professional societies, in-
cluding Regional Advisory Board, ENAR, 2011-
2013; ENAR Junior Researcher Workshop, 2013;
Workshop on Nonparametric Statistics for Big Data,
2014; organized and chaired invited session in
professional meetings including ENAR and JSM;
served on review panels for NSF and NIH. His re-
search has been funded by NIH.
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Report from the Publication Committee
Yi-Ching Yao

Regarding the journal of Statistica Sinica, the term
of the current Co-Editors will end on July 31, 2017.
According to a resolution of the journal's governing
board in December 2013, the search process should
start one year before the end of the current Co-
Editors' term, and the new Co-Editors should be se-
lected by the board at least six months before. The
board consists of thirteen members, six from ICSA
and seven from the Institute of Statistical Science,
Academia Sinica (ASISS). In June 2016, the ASISS
Director Dr. Ching-Shui Cheng suggested to the
ICSA President and Professor Mei-Ling Ting Lee
that a search committee of four members (two rep-
resenting the ICSA and two representing the ASISS)

be formed to carry out the search and recommend
candidates to the journal's governing board for ap-
proval. President Lee then consulted with the Exec-
utive Committee and appointed Professor T. Tony
Cai and Professor Ruey S. Tsay as members of the
Search Committee. The other two members are Dr.
Jeng-Min Chiou (Acting Director of the ASISS) and
Dr. Ching-Shui Cheng representing the ASISS.

Yi-Ching Yao, Ph.D.
Chair, ICSA Publication Committee
(2016)
Research Fellow
Institute of Statistical Science
Academia Sinica, Taiwan

Report from OICSA
Lili Yu

Dear ICSA members,
Including the 2016 ICSA Applied Statistics Sym-

posium in Atlanta, Georgia, the office of ICSA has
served the symposium for nine years. In addition to
help preparing the symposium, the office of ICSA
also brings some free ICSA publications, such as
ICSA Bulletin and Journals, to distribute. Everyone
is welcome to the registration desk to pickup free
ICSA publications.

The office maintains the ICSA website www.ics
a.org. The staffs in the office group try their best to
provide timely, accurate, informative WebPages for
all members. As ICSA grows and more and more
information is available, we will design the Web-
Pages more clear, so that you can easily find the
information you are looking for. We welcome any
comments and suggestions you may have on the de-
sign or wordings related to the ICSA webpage.

In order to better enjoy your benefits as mem-
bers of ICSA, we remind you to update your in-
formation in a timely fashion on the ICSA website.
If you forgot your registered email address, please
contact us to obtain. In addition to updating the in-
formation, you can access two ICSA journals – Sta-
tistica Sinica and Statistics in Biosciences after you lo-
gin. We hope all members provide us their correct
information, so you can be better served.

ICSA provides the service to post advertise-

ments related to the profession of Statistics. We post
the advertisements in the newsletter, ICSA website
and Bulletin. Two types of advertisement services
and payment options are offered. ICSA welcomes
the submissions of advertisements and invites those
who are looking for a job to visit the ICSA website,
and look at our newsletter and Bulletin.

ICSA supports professional meetings through
co-sponsorship as well. The ICSA co-sponsored
meetings will be posted in the newsletter, ICSA
website and Bulletin. We welcome your applica-
tions for ICSA co-sponsored meetings to share them
with ICSA members.

To provide excellent service to all members, the
office of ICSA would like to hear any suggestions
or ideas on improving the work and functionality
of the office. Please feel free to contact and discuss
with us any issues you may have related to the work
of the office.

Lili Yu, Ph.D.
OICSA
Associate Professor
Department of Biostatistics
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public
Health
Georgia Southern University
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Report from the Program Committee
Gang Li

ICSA Program Committee
• Gang Li (Chair, 2016)
• Naitee Ting (2014-2016)
• Dejun Tang (2014-2016)
• Faming Liang (2014-2016)
• Yichuan Zhao (2015-2017)
• Ying Zhang (2015-2017)
• Ming-Hui Chen (2015-2017)
• Yi Li (2016-2018)
• Lanju Zhang (2016-2018)
• Hongmei Jiang (2016-2018)

Now ICSA organizes a few most influential statis-
tical conferences such as the ICSA Applied Statis-
tical Symposium and the ICSA International Con-
ferences. ICSA also co-sponsors many other con-
ferences. Our 2016 ICSA Applied Statistical Sym-
posium had more than 700 attendees and set a new
record (a separate report will be prepared by Profes-
sor Yichuan Zhao). The ICSA Conference on Data
Science was held on July 2-4, 2016 at Dali, a beau-
tiful city of in Yunnan, China. This conference, or-
ganized by Professors Tony Cai, Zhezhen Jin, Wei-
dong Liu and Nianshen Tang, covered a wide range
of topics in data science and related fields. The 2016
International Conference in Shanghai will have over
200 invited sessions.

ICSA has collaborated with other statistical as-
sociations to promote statistics. The Big Statistics
& Data Science Joint Conference was held on May
27-29, 2016 at Renmin University of China, Bei-
jing, China. The 2016 China Statistics Conference,
co-sponsored by the Committee of ICSA Shang-
hai, Qingdao CDC, and University of Qingdao, was
held on June 24-25, 2016 on the campus of Univer-
sity of Qingdao, Qingdao, a beautiful coastal city
in northern China. The 4th Institute of Mathemat-
ical Statistics Asia Pacific Rim Meeting was held
on June 27-30, 2016 at Chinese University of Hong
Kong, Hong Kong, China. ICSA will co-sponsor 8
more conferences soon. ICSA will also organize two
invited sessions for International Indian Statistical
Association (IISA) annual meeting in Oregon and
organized two invited sessions for ENAR 2016.

ICSA Activities at JSM: Dr. Min Yang (Chair of
2016 JSM ICSA Local Committee) is preparing the
ICSA activities at JSM, including the general mem-
ber meeting and banquet. Dr. Yang will send an
announcement separately.

2016 ICSA International Conference (Shanghai,
China):

• The 10th ICSA International Conference will
be held at Xuhui campus of Shanghai Jiao
Tong University (SJTU), Shanghai, China,
during December 19-22, 2016.

• The scientific program committee of this Con-
ference, is co-chaired by Ming-Hui Chen of
University of Connecticut, Zhi Geng of Peking
University, and Gang Li of UCLA.

• The theme of this conference is to promote
global growth of modern statistics in the 21st
century..

• Seven prominent statisticians will deliver
keynote speeches, including James O. Berger,
Tony Cai, Kai-Tai Fang, Zhi-Ming Ma, Marc
A. Suchard, Lee-Jen Wei, and C. F. Jeff Wu.

• There will be a special session in honor of the
receipt(s) of the second Pao-Lu Hsu award. In
addition, there will be over 200 invited ses-
sions.

ICSA 2017 Applied Statistical Symposium will
be held on June 25-28 at Hilton Chicago, Illinois. Dr.
Lanju Zhang serves Chair of Executive Committee
and Dr. Xuming He serves as the Program Com-
mittee Chair. Dr. Xiaoli Meng will be a keynote
speaker.

ICSA Upcoming Sponsored Symposiums
and Conferences

1. The 10th ICSA International Conference will
take place in Shanghai, China, on Decem-
ber 19-22, 2016 (Monday-Thursday). Pro-
fessor Ming-Hui Chen, University of Con-
necticut (ming-hui.chen@uconn.edu) and
Professor Gang Li, University of Califor-
nia at Los Angeles (vli@ucla.edu) will be
the program committee co-chairs. Website
is: http://www.math.sjtu.edu.cn/co
nference/2016icsa/.

2. ICSA 2017 Applied Statistical Sympo-
sium will be held on June 24-27 at
Hilton Chicago, Illinois. Dr. Lanju
Zhang (lanju.zhang@abbvie.com)
and Dr. Hongmei Jiang (hong-
mei@northwestern.edu) will be the Co-
Chairs of the organization committee.
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3. ICSA 2018 Applied Statistical Sympo-
sium will be held in New Jersey. Pro-
fessor Minge Xie at Rutgers University
(mxie@stat.rutgers.edu) will be the
Chair of the organization committee.

4. ICSA 2019 Applied Statistical Symposium
will be held on June 9-12 at the Raleigh
Convention Center in Raleigh, NC. Professor
Wenbin Lu at North Carolina State Univer-
sity (lu@stat.ncsu.edu) will be the Chair
of the organization committee.

Upcoming ICSA Co-sponsored Confer-
ences

1. The RSS (Royal Statistical Society) 2016 Inter-
national Conference, co-sponsored by ICSA,
will be held on September 5-8, 2016 at Univer-
sity of Manchester. The information can be
found at http://www.statslife.org.u
k/events/events-calendar/eventdet
ail/480/-/rss-2016-international
-conference.

2. The 2nd International Conference on Statisti-
cal Distributions and Applications (ICOSDA
2016) will be held on October 14-16, 2016, at
Crowne Plaza, Niagara Falls, Canada. For ad-
ditional information and updates, please visit
the conference website at http://people
.cst.cmich.edu/lee1c/icosda2016/
index.htm.

3. The 23rd Biopharmaceutical Applied Statis-
tics Symposium (BASS XXIII) will be held on
October 24-28 at Radisson Hotel, 3 Research
Court, Rockville, MD. For more information,
see http://www.bassconference.org.

4. The 2016 CSAT Annual Meeting & NCCU
Joint Statistical Meeting, is scheduled at Na-
tional Changchi University, Taipei, Taiwan on
December 9-10, 2016. See http://confer

ence.nccu.edu.tw/actnews/news.php
?Sn=136 for information.

5. The 2nd Pacific Rim Statistical Conference
for Production Engineering, co-sponsored by
SNU Data Science for Knowledge Creation
Center will be held in Seoul, South Korea on
December 15-16, 2016. See http://scpe.s
tatkiss.org/ for information.

6. The 1st Eastern Asia meeting on Bayesian
Statistics, co-sponsored by the International
Society for Bayesian Analysis (ISBA) and
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, is sched-
uled on December 18, 2016 at Shanghai Jiao
Tong University (SJTU). Contact: Dong Han,
donghan@sjtu.edu.cn.

7. The 2017 Conference on Lifetime Data Sci-
ence will be held at University of Connecticut,
Storrs, CT on May 25-27, 2017. For informa-
tion, please see http://merlot.stat.uco
nn.edu/lida/.

8. The 10th International Conference on Multi-
ple Comparison Procedures will be held dur-
ing June 20-23, 2017 on the campus of the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside. The relevant
information can found at http://www.mcp
-conference.org/.

If you have comments and suggestions on ICSA
programs, please send your inputs to Dr. Gang Li
(GLi@its.jnj.com).

Gang Li, Ph.D.,
Chair, ICSA Program Committee
(2016)
Director, Integrative Healthcare In-
formatics
Janssen Research & Development,
LLC
Johnson & Johnson
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Report from the 2016 ICSA Applied
Statistics Symposium
Yichuan Zhao

The 2016 International Chinese Statistical Associ-
ation (ICSA) Applied Statistics Symposium took
place with a great success on June 12-15, 2016 at
the Hyatt Regency Atlanta, GA, USA. This year we
gather here for the 25th ICSA annual symposium.
The theme of this conference is the Challenge of
Big Data and Applications of Statistics, which is
in recognition of the advent of big data era. The
executive and organizing committees work very
diligently and put together a strong and compre-
hensive program. Four former American Statisti-
cal Association (ASA) Presidents Robert Rodriguez,
David Morganstein, Nancy Geller and Sally Morton
attended the conference. More than 90 people en-
rolled in short courses. Around 700 people work-
ing in academia, government, and industry from
all over the world participated in this large interna-
tional conference, which break the historic record
of participants in the ICSA Applied Statistics Sym-
posia.

This year's symposium started with nine short
courses on June 12: (1) Full-day course "Quan-
tile Regression Methods for Applied Statistics" by
Marco Geraci, University of South Carolina; (2)
Full-day course "Advancing Drug Development
through Precision Medicine and Innovative Adap-
tive Designs: Concepts, Rationale, and Case Stud-
ies" by Weidong Zhang of Pfizer and Jing Wang of
Gilead Siences; (3) Full-day course "Applied Non-
linear Statistical Methods" by Timothy E. O'Brien,
Loyola University Chicago; (4) Half-day course
"Statistical Methods and Software for Multivari-
ate Meta-Analysis" by Haitao Chu, University of
Minnesota and Yong Chen, University of Penn-
sylvania; (5) Half-day course "Analysis of Com-
plex Omics Data using System-Based Approaches"
by Shuangge Ma, Yale University; (6) Half-day
course "Applied Meta-Analysis Using R" by Yan
Ma of the George Washington University and Ding-
Geng (Din) Chen of University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill; (7) Half-day course "Noninferiority
Testing in Clinical Trials: Issues and Challenges" by
Tie-Hua Ng of Food and Drug Administration; (8)
Half-day course "Propensity Scores and Causal In-
ference" by Wei Pan of Duke University and Haiyan
Bai of University of Central Florida; and (9) Half-
day course "Analysis of Large and Complex Net-

works" by Zheng Tracy Ke, University of Chicago.
Full scientific program started on the morning

of June 13. The organizing committee chair of 2016
ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium, Yichuan Zhao
of Georgia State University chaired the opening cer-
emony. The President of Georgia State University,
Mark Becker kicked off the symposium with warm
welcoming, and followed up by opening remarks
from the 2016 ICSA President, Mei-Ling Ting Lee
of University of Maryland and the 2015 ASA Presi-
dent David Morganstein of Westat. After the open-
ing ceremony, Bin Yu, Chancellor's Professor at the
University of California, Berkeley, Fellow of Amer-
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences and Member of
National Academy of Science delivered a wonder-
ful keynote lecture about "Unveiling the Mysteries
in Spatial Gene Expression". The other two inter-
esting keynote lectures were given on the morning
of June 14 by David Madigan, Professor of Statis-
tics, and Executive Vice President and Dean of the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Columbia Univer-
sity, on "Observational Studies: Promise and Peril",
and by Paul Albert, Senior investigator and Branch
chief of DESPR's Biostatistics and Bioinformatics
Branch, National Institute of Health, on "Statisti-
cal Challenges in Obstetrics: Predicting Poor Preg-
nancy Outcomes from Multivariate Ultrasound Fe-
tal Growth Data". These wonderful keynote lec-
tures attracted a large number of audiences, and
also received further discussions in the coffee break
period as well. The 134 scientific sessions and one
student paper session including invited, topic con-
tributed, contributed talks began on June 13 and
lasted throughout the whole symposium until the
noon on June 15. These talks reflect recent advances
and challenges in statistics, business statistics and
biostatistics, which are closely related to big data
analysis. The symposium also offered great op-
portunities for learning, networking and recruiting,
and that attendees received inspirations from old
research ideas and developed new ones. During the
symposium, we also hosted a special invited session
"The Keys to Career Success as a Biostatistician",
for young statisticians, which provided a platform
for panel discussants and the attendees to exchange
ideas freely. We also offered a free career service
for graduate students during the conference. Sev-
eral firms and recruiting agencies were on-site dur-
ing the ICSA symposium. Many graduate students
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who had an interest in a career in statistics utilized
our ICSA career placement service and they appre-
ciated our efforts very much.

About 240 people attended the exciting con-
ference banquet held on Tuesday, June 14 at the
Golden House Restaurant located in 1600 Pleasant
Hill Road, Duluth, GA. Attendees enjoyed delicious
Chinese food, incredible Maotai and very beauti-
ful shows with Chinese traditions by our singer
Aiyi Liu of NIH, four talented dancers from the At-
lanta Professional Dance Academy, and a profes-
sional performer Vicki Yang of University of Geor-
gia. The amazing speech about "Tobacco Use in
China: Great Challenges and Greater Opportuni-
ties" was delivered by Michael Eriksen, Regents�
Professor and Founding Dean of School of Public
Health, Georgia State University. After the sympo-
sium, we also organized a wonderful half-day trip
to Stone Mountain from 1pm to 6pm on Wednes-
day, June 15th.

In this year's symposium, we offered three types
of student paper awards and travel grants, the ICSA
Student Paper Award, the Jiann-Ping Hsu Phar-
maceutical and Regulatory Sciences Student Paper
Award, and the ASA Biopharmaceutical Section
Student Paper Award at the ICSA Symposium. A
total of over 70 manuscripts were received and the
blinded versions were sent to the student paper
award committee for rigorous evaluation with two
rounds. The ICSA Student Paper Award went to Fei
Gao of University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
Kevin Lee of the Pennsylvania State University, Ziyi
Li of Emory University, Yi Lu of Ohio State Univer-
sity, and So Young Park of North Carolina State Uni-
versity. Xinrui Zhang of University of Florida re-
ceived the Jiann-Ping Hsu Pharmaceutical and Reg-
ulatory Sciences Student Paper Award. The ASA
Biopharmaceutical Section Student Paper Award at
the ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium was given
to Lijia Wang of Emory University and Xiaolu Zhu
of UIUC. I am very grateful to the student paper
award committee for selecting these excellent stu-
dent papers.

Thank you so much for your attending the 25th
ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium and sharing
with us your cutting-edge research. Drs. Jiahua
Chen and Din Chen, the co-editors of the ICSA
Springer book series, would like to showcase the
scientific output for our statistics symposium by

making a book, which reflects new challenges and
advances in the contemporary data era. We wel-
come submissions from all areas of statistics, data
science and interdisciplinary areas. Submitted pa-
pers are expected to present new methods in statis-
tics and data science, new theories, and case appli-
cations, etc. If you are interested in publishing your
papers in the book or have any questions, please
contact us. The deadline of manuscript submission
is December 30, 2016.

I would like to express my deepest thanks to
all of the committee members, more than 30 stu-
dent volunteers, all speakers, and all symposium
participants for their kind support and full service
during the symposium. I would like to extend the
sincere appreciation to numerous organizations, all
sponsors, and all exhibitors for their financial sup-
port and to the fund-raising committee members
for their tireless efforts. I am especially grateful to
the local organizing committee members, the pro-
gram book committee members and many other
volunteers for preparing the symposium, and to the
members of program committee, short course com-
mittee and instructors, student paper awards com-
mittee, and session organizers for developing the
interesting short courses and the informative sci-
entific sessions. Because of their great effort, full
support, and dedications, we are able to make this
year's symposium so successful. I hope you en-
joyed very pleasant and memorable conference held
in the beautiful city of Atlanta. In summary, the
annual symposium was a great success, which re-
ceived all kinds of compliments and applause from
numerous participants. Selected pictures of the
2016 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium are pre-
sented in this issue of the ICSA Bulletin.

I also welcome all of you to support and to at-
tend the 2017 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium
(June 25-28, 2017, Chicago, IL).

Yichuan Zhao, Ph.D.
Chair, Organizing Committee of the
2016 ICSA Applied Statistics Sym-
posium
Professor of Statistics
Department of Mathematics and
Statistics
Georgia State University
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2016 Student Paper Awards and Travel
Grants Recipients
Yi Li

A student paper award competition was held for
the 2016 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium. This
year we received more than 70 submissions, a much
higher number than the previous years. I am glad
to report that the submissions were of very high
quality, giving the committee a very difficult time
to decide the winners. The award committee con-
sists of Dr. Haoda Fu (Eli Lilly), Dr. Zhaohui Qin
(Emory), Dr. Hongkun Wang (Georgetown), Dr.
Guang Cheng (Purdue), and Dr. Yixin Fang (NYU),
and is chaired by Dr. Yi Li (Michigan). The com-
mittee has received much administrative support
from Dr. Yanming Li, a postdoctoral fellow from
University of Michigan. All the submissions have
gone through two rounds of rigorous blinded re-
view, which selected the following eight winners
alphabetically.

ICSA Student Travel Award:

• Fei Gao, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill

• Kevin Lee, The Pennsylvania State University

• Ziyi Li, Emory University

• Yi Lu, Ohio State University

• So Young Park, North Carolina State Univer-
sity

Jiann-Ping Hsu Pharmaceutical and Regulatory Sci-
ences Student Paper Award:

• Xinrui Zhang, University of Florida

ASA Biopharmaceutical Award:

• Lijia Wang, Emory University

• Xiaolu Zhu, University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign

We heartily thank all of the participants for their
contributions. We congratulate the eight winners
for their great achievements.

The abstracts of the winning papers are as fol-
lows.

Authors: Fei Gao, Donglin Zeng and Danyu Lin
Title: Semiparametric estimation of the accelerated
failure time model with partly interval-censored
data
Abstract: Partly interval-censored (PIC) data arise
when some failure times are exactly observed while
others are only known to lie within certain inter-
vals. In this paper, we consider efficient semipara-
metric estimation of the accelerated failure time
(AFT) model with PIC data. We first generalize
the Buckley and James (1979) estimator for right-
censored data to PIC data. Then, we develop a one-
step estimator by deriving and estimating the effi-
cient score for the regression parameters. We show
that, under mild regularity conditions, the gener-
alized Buckley-James estimator is consistent and
asymptotically normal, and the one-step estimator
achieves the semiparametric efficiency bound. We
conduct extensive simulation studies to examine
the performance of the proposed estimators in fi-
nite samples and apply our methods to data derived
from an AIDS study.

Authors: Kevin Lee and Lingzhou Xue
Title: Nonparametric mixture of Gaussian graphical
models, with applications to attention deficit hyper-
activity disorder (ADHD) imaging data
Abstract: Graphical model has been widely used to
investigate complex dependence of various high-
dimensional biomedical data. It is common to as-
sume that observed data follow a homogeneous
graphical model. However, in many real-world
applications, observations usually come from dif-
ferent resources and have heterogeneous hidden
commonality. Thus, it is important to account
for heterogeneous dependencies and discover hid-
den commonality across the whole population. In
this work, we introduce a novel regularized esti-
mation scheme for learning nonparametric mixture
of Gaussian graphical models, which extends the
methodology and applicability of Gaussian graph-
ical models and mixture models. We propose a
unified penalized likelihood approach to effectively
estimate nonparametric functional parameters and
heterogeneous graphical parameters. We further
design an efficient generalized effective EM algo-
rithm to address three significant challenges: high-
dimensionality, non-convexity, and label switching.
We demonstrate our method in simulation stud-
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ies and a real application to estimate human brain
functional connectivity from ADHD imaging data,
where two heterogeneous conditional dependen-
cies are explained through profiling demographic
variables and supported by existing scientific find-
ings.

Authors: Ziyi Li, Sandra Safo and Qi Long
Title: Incorporating biological information in sparse
principal component analysis with application to
genomic data
Abstract: The advances in technology have lead to
the collection of high dimensional data such as ge-
nomic data. Before applying the existing statistical
methods on high dimensional data, principal com-
ponent analysis (PCA) is often used to reduce di-
mensionality. Sparse PC loadings are usually de-
sired in this situation for simplicity and better in-
terpretation. Although PCA has been extended to
produce sparse PC loadings, few methods take po-
tential biological information into consideration. In
this article, we propose two novel structured sparse
PCA methods which not only have sparse solutions
but also incorporate available biological informa-
tion. Our simulation study demonstrates incorpo-
rating known biological information improves the
performance of sparse PCA methods, and the pro-
posed methods are robust to potential misspecifica-
tion of the biological information. We further illus-
trate the performance of our methods in a Glioblas-
toma genomic data set.

Authors: Yi Lu, Sebastian Kurtek and Radu Herbei
Title: Bayesian registration of functions with a
Gaussian process prior
Abstract: We present a Bayesian method to register
real-valued functional data by making inference on
nonlinear time warping functions. We adopt trans-
formations that are developed in a differential ge-
ometric framework to map the parameter space of
warping functions into a linear space, which allows
the definition of a Gaussian process prior distri-
bution. Avoiding discretization until the last step,
we keep the infinite dimensionality of the warping
functions when we write down the model. Draws
from the posterior distribution of those warping
functions are then obtained by a novel MCMC algo-
rithm that utilizes the Karhunen-Loeve expansion
to approximate a continuous function with a finite
number of basis functions. Furthermore, we extend
our method to simultaneously register more than
two functions, in which case we also make infer-
ence on the underlying template curve that all of
the observed functions are matched to. We apply
our method to real data sets including growth rate

curves in the Berkeley growth study and kinematic
measurements obtained in a gait cycle study.

Authors: So Young Park, Luo Xiao, Jayson D. Wilbur,
N.L. Jumbe and Ana-Maria Staicu
Title: Optimal design for sampling functional data
Abstract: We study the optimal design problem for
sampling functional data. The goal is to find op-
timal time points for sampling functional data so
that the full underlying true function can be accu-
rately predicted. A similar problem occurs in func-
tional regression, where the goal is to find opti-
mal time points for sampling functional predictor
in order to accurately predict the outcome of inter-
est. The problems are motivated by the fetal growth
study, where the objective is to determine the opti-
mal times to collect ultrasound measurements and
the number of ultrasound measurements that are
needed to recover fetal growth trajectories or to pre-
dict child birth outcomes. Under the frameworks of
functional principal component analysis and func-
tional linear models, we formulate both problems
as a unified optimization problem and the solution
provides the optimal design points. We also pro-
pose a simple method for selecting the number of
optimal sampling points. Performance of the pro-
posed method is thoroughly investigated via a sim-
ulation study and by its application to fetal ultra-
sound.

Authors: Xinrui Zhang and Yueh-Yun Chi
Title: Internal pilot design for repeated measures
Abstract: Repeated measures of outcome are com-
mon in clinical trials and epidemiological studies.
Designing studies with repeated measures requires
accurate specifications of the variances and correla-
tions in order to select an appropriate sample size.
Underspecifying the variances leads to a sample
size that is inadequate to detect a meaningful scien-
tific difference, while overspecifying the variances
results in an unnecessary large sample size. Both
lead to waste of resources and place study partic-
ipants in unwarranted risk. We extend the inter-
nal pilot design, which allows for sample size re-
estimation, to repeated measures and derive ap-
proximate distributions of the final sample size and
the Univariate Approach to Repeated Measures test
statistic. Extensive simulations examine the impact
of misspecification of the covariance matrix and
demonstrate the accuracy of the approximations in
controlling the Type I error rate and achieving the
target power. The proposed methods are applied
to a longitudinal study assessing early antiretrovi-
ral therapy for youth living with HIV.

Authors: Lijia Wang, Qi Long, Andrew Taylor and
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Amita Manatunga
Title: A latent class modeling approach for predict-
ing kidney obstruction based on renogram data and
expert ratings in the absence of a gold standard
Abstract: Currently there is no gold standard for de-
tection of kidney obstruction. A recent study inves-
tigated how to evaluate kidney obstruction and col-
lected expert ratings and data from diuresis renog-
raphy, a valuable clinical procedure for evaluating
suspected kidney obstruction. Motivated by this
study, we develop a latent class modeling approach
for predicting kidney obstruction through integra-
tive analysis of time-series renogram data and ex-
pert ratings. Conditioning on the latent disease
status, a random effects model is used for time-
series renogram data; a probit model is used for
expert ratings, allowing for unstructured correla-
tion among multiple experts. A Bayesian proce-
dure is developed for obtaining parameters esti-
mates and subsequently predicting kidney obstruc-
tion. Applying to the motivating study, our ap-
proach is compared with the approach of majority
voting based on expert ratings only which has been
used as a gold standard in practice. The patterns
of the estimated renogram curves for the predicted
``obstructed" and ``normal" kidneys are consistent
with the clinical interpretations, lending support
to the usefulness of our method. Simulation stud-
ies are conducted to demonstrate superiority of the
proposed method over majority voting and evalu-
ate different prediction schemes.
Authors: Xiaolu Zhu and Annie Qu
Title: Individualizing drug dosage with longitudi-
nal data

Abstract: We propose a two-step procedure to per-
sonalize drug dosage over time under the frame-
work of a log-linear mixed-effect model. We model
patients' heterogeneity using subject-specific ran-
dom effects which are treated as the realizations
of an unspecified stochastic process. We extend
the conditional quadratic inference function to es-
timate both fixed-effect coefficients and individual
random effects on a longitudinal training data sam-
ple in the first step, and propose an adaptive pro-
cedure to estimate new patients' random effects
and provide dosage recommendations for new pa-
tients in the second step. An advantage of our ap-
proach is that we do not impose any distribution as-
sumption on estimating random effects. Moreover,
the new approach can accommodate more general
time-varying covariates corresponding to random
effects. We show in theory and numerical studies
that the proposed method is more efficient com-
pared to existing approaches, especially when co-
variates are time-varying. In addition, a real data
example of a clozapine study confirms that our two-
step procedure leads to more accurate drug dosage
recommendations.

Yi Li, Ph.D.
Chair, ICSA Student Award Com-
mittee (2016)
Professor
Department of Biostatistics
University of Michigan
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ICSA Financial Report: January 1
through June 30, 2016

Beginning Cash Balance (Bank/Paypal accounts) 1/1/2016 $132,218.59

Income: $88,324.33

$32,900.00

$150.00

$51,585.63

$2,907.19

$31.51

Membership 
Job posting advertisement  
2015 symposium 
Springer

Interest Income

Donation $750.00

Total Income $88,324.33

Expense: $12,930.82

   PayPal service charge $857.92

   ICSB Bulletin printing $10,967.53

   Mailing Label, 1099 Efile, and other miscellianeous $1,105.37

Total Expense $12,930.82

Net Total Income $75,393.51

Transfer: (to account xxx)

+ transfer in - transfer out

   From main symposium account closing $506.97

   To 2017 symposium account -$5,000.00

 

Total Net Transfer -$4,493.03

Ending Cash Balance (Bank/Paypal accounts) 6/30/2016 $203,119.07

International Chinese Statistical Association

Profit and Loss

January 1, 2016 through June 30, 2016
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ASSETS

      Main Checking/Savings/PayPal $203,119.07

      2017 Symposium Account $5,000.00

      Vanguard Investment Balance $151,659.84

TOTAL ASSETS $359,778.91

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

    Equity

       Main account opening balance January 1, 2016 $132,218.59

            January 1 to June 30, 2016 Net Income(+)/Expense(-) $75,393.51

       Symposium account opening balance January 1, 2016 $849.95

            January 1 to June 30, 2016 Net Income(+)/Expense(-) -$342.98

      Vanguard investment account opening balance on January 1, 2016 $147,206.73

            Investment profit(+)/loss(-) $4,453.11

    Total Equity $359,778.91

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $359,778.91

January 1, 2016 through June 30, 2016

International Chinese Statistical Association

Profit and Loss

Hongliang Shi, MS
Treasurer (2016-2018), ICSA
Director, Biostatistics
Blueprint Medicines
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A Conversation with Kung-Yee Liang
I-Feng Lin

Kung-Yee Liang is the President of National Yang-
Ming University, the first medicine-oriented com-
prehensive university and one of the top universi-
ties in Taiwan. Professor Liang received his B.S.
in Mathematics from National Tsing-Hua Univer-
sity (Taiwan), M.S. in Statistics from University of
South Carolina, and Ph.D. in Biomathematics - Bio-
statistics from the University of Washington at Seat-
tle under Professor Norman Breslow's supervision
in 1982. Immediately following his Ph.D. training,
Dr. Liang joined the Department of Biostatistics,
Bloomberg School of Public Health (former School
of Hygiene and Public Health) in the Johns Hop-
kins University. He spent twenty-eight years as a
faculty member and concurrently served as the Di-
rector for Graduate Program for seven years, except
for a few periods of leave as the Vice President of
National Health Research Institutes and a Visiting
Professor of Institute of Public Health at National
Taiwan University in Taiwan.

Professor Liang is well-known in the field of
statistical methods in epidemiology, especially the
landmark works with Dr. Scott Zeger in the Gener-
alized Estimating Equation method for correlated
data analyses (known for "the GEE" by biostatisti-
cians and health scientists). Zeger and Liang re-
ceived American Statistical Association's Snedecor
Award for best publication in Biometry for 1986.
Their works were recognized soon in a few years af-
ter published in 1986 and have been widely applied
by the biomedical and public health researchers
since then. Dr. Liang is an Elected Fellow of Ameri-
can Statistical Association and an Elected Academi-
cian of Academia Sinica, Taiwan. He was associate
editors of Journal of American Statistical Association-
Applications, Biometrics, and Biostatistics, co-edited
Statistica Sinica, and is on the editorial board of Ge-
netic Epidemiology. He was honored the American
Public Health Association's Rema Lapous Award
for significant contributions to the scientific under-
standing of the epidemiology and control of men-
tal disorders in 2010, and was awarded with Scott
Zeger the International Statistical Institute's Karl
Pearson Prize for contemporary research contribu-
tion that has had profound influence on statistical
theory, methodology, practice, and/or applications
in 2015. He was elected as a Member of the US Na-
tional Academy of Medicine in 2015.

The interview presented below was conducted

and highlighted by I-Feng Lin, a Professor in the
Institute of Public Health, in February 2016 at the
President's office in National Yang-Ming Univer-
sity.

Early Life in College
Lin: At your President's installation ceremony in
2010, we were all impressed when you presented
a retired professor Dao-Ning Hsu ( ) to the
university faculty and students, and expressed your
sincere gratitude to her. Your college life in Na-
tional Tsing-Hua University (Taiwan) must have
played an important role on your educational ideal
today. What happened in college?
Liang: Professor Hsu perhaps was the first woman
Ph.D. in mathematics from Taiwan studying in Ger-
many, and also the first female professor in National
Tsing-Hua University. She has a serious look yet
with a warm heart. When I was in my junior year,
I had once contracted hepatitis A (a foodborne ill-
ness) and rested back at home. Professor Hsu took
a long trip to see me all the way from Hsin-Chu to
Taipei. She concerned about my condition that if I
took a leave of absence from school, I would have
to face military service shortly. Feeling my parents'
worries that I might be sick again because of not eat-
ing right, Professor Hsu proposed that I could stay
with her family and have meals with them. While I
was back to school and still lived in dormitory, Pro-
fessor Hsu took care of all my three meals during
the time. I was touched and deeply felt how great
it would be to help people. Influenced by Professor
Hsu, I initiated the mentoring system and Meeting-
the-President ( ) the last Friday of each
month at my residence in Yang-Ming as a means to
shorten the distances between faculty and students.
People sometimes interchange the terms between
teaching ( ) and education ( ). Although
both involved in faculty and students, these are two
very different concepts. I would share more stories
about how my early experience influence my ideals
of education.
Lin: An alumnus of Yang-Ming's biostatistics mas-
ter program mentioned to me that you once joined
their soccer game in a Sunday afternoon. They were
thrilled as they never expected the President play-
ing soccer!
Liang: Playing soccer? I was the Captain of the
soccer varsity team during my junior and senior
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years in Tsing-Hua. I played basketball, too. Ac-
tually, I learned a lot from extra-curriculum activ-
ities. From the annual Mei-Chu Tournament (

), we learned about the commitments, hon-
ors of fighting to win, and sense of identity of our
school. Although we might have little conflicts or be
emotional during the competition, we make good
friends with the graduates from Chao-Tung Univer-
sity after we left school. (Lin: The Mei-Chu is an an-
nual competition over 40 years of tradition between
National Tsing-Hua University and National Chao-
Tung University in Taiwan. The two universities
were next-door neighbors and the competitions in-
clude track and field, ball games, chess, bridge, de-
bates, etc.) I always tell students that college time
is the golden age of enjoying life, making friends,
and learning from each other. My grades in course
works were not on the top in college. However, the
solid training of our department in advanced cal-
culus, advanced algebra, advanced geometry, and
differential equations etc., helped me substantially
in my later studies and career.

Graduate Studies: From Statistics
to Biostatistics
Lin: You spent the first two years of graduate stud-
ies in the States in Statistics in the University of
South Carolina (USC), and then decided to apply
for the Biostatistics Ph.D. program in the Univer-
sity of Washington (UW) at Seattle. What made you
choose to move from statistics to biostatistics?

Liang: I was lucky that the Department of Statis-
tics at the University of South Carolina offered me
a scholarship. Back in the 70s in Taiwan, many stu-
dents would not be able to go abroad to study with-
out financial supports. My roommate in the USC
was Dr. Hsien-Ming James Hung who was also
from Tsing-Hua, Taiwan and we were in the same
master's program. (Lin: James is the Director of Bio-
metrics I, Center for Drug Evaluation and Research,
U.S. Food and Drug Administration.) The major
courses in statistical inferences, theory of probabil-
ity and general linear models helped me lay foun-
dations for my future developments of biostatistics
methodology.

I remember that when I attended the seminars
in the USC, survival analysis was always a hot topic
back then. The name "Norman Breslow" was fre-
quently mentioned, and this made me decide to ap-
ply for the Ph.D. program in Biostatistics of the Uni-
versity of Washington at Seattle.

Lin: So did you eventually work on survival anal-
ysis with Dr. Breslow when you became a Ph.D.
student in the UW?

Liang: Professor Breslow was brave enough to take
me as his advisee although he was a little bit wor-
ried about my language skill at first. In late 70s,
very few Asian students chose to major in Bio-
statistics as this field of statistics required addi-
tional subject matter knowledge and more commu-
nication skills with health professionals. During
the first semester, however, I overheard a conver-
sation between Breslow and his teaching assistants,
and learned that Breslow had switched his research
fields to statistical methods in epidemiology and
not focusing on survival analyses anymore. Al-
though I was disappointed at the first moment, I
looked up the world through rose-colored glasses
and continued to explore other research topics.

Lin: You spent only three years to complete your
Ph.D. in UW. Were there any stories you would like
to share with us?

Liang: One of the significant turning points was
that I took the Epidemiology courses in the first
semester, and found Statistics could be applied to
preventing diseases. I realized that I could make
great impacts and save more lives through interdis-
ciplinary collaborations, while utilizing my mathe-
matics and statistics training. This brought a new
insight to my later career.

Drs. Norman Breslow and Ronald Pyke truly
played significant roles in my academic life from
the onset. I finished the two-year core course in
the first year, took the qualify exam, and started
to have meetings with Dr. Breslow every week
on the second year. Dr. Breslow was a very re-
sponsible advisor although he was very busy. I
had a chance to read his work in Mantel-Haenszel
estimator when the data are sparse in Biometrika
(1981). We then continued to work on the variance
of the estimator and published it before my disser-
tation was started. My dissertation was focused on
the asymptotic efficiency of the conditional maxi-
mum likelihood method, which was motivated by
J. Cornfield's work on analyzing 2x2 table data and
inspired by Lars Holst's work on conditional limit
theorem published in Annals of Probability. Dr.
Breslow recommended Dr. Ron Pyke, a Professor
of Department of Mathematics in UW and the first
editor of annals of probability in 1974, to provide
additional advice to my dissertation work in the
last semester. Ron was a remarkable scholar and
truly a gentleman. He gave me his home phone
number during the summer, and offered me that
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he would come to school to discuss my research by
just giving him a call a day before. He even volun-
teered to take part in my thesis defense (he was not
a committee member). When I was ready to sub-
mit my manuscript regarding the ancillarity for nui-
sance parameters, I asked Dr. Breslow to be a co-
author. Dr. Breslow kindly declined and suggested
Dr. Pyke instead. However, Ron kindly declined to
be a co-author either, and said that he was happy to
help as the article by Holst was of interest to him.

While I had decided not to take survival anal-
ysis as my dissertation topic, I never lost sight on
the importance of survival analysis in biomedicine.
During the times in UW, Drs. Ross Prentice, Arthur
Peterson, Norman Breslow, and John Crowley as
well as their graduate students were active in this
field. On the third (the last) year of my stud-
ies in UW, I took John Crowley's Survival Anal-
ysis course. I worked very hard by reading ev-
ery survival analysis paper ever since 50s and 60s
when the methods launched. Actually I did come
up with some interesting works and excitedly dis-
cussed with John. Unfortunately, a similar idea had
been worked out and published by Fleming and
Harrington in Biometrika about the same time. De-
spite of this set back, I was encouraged and more
confident to pursue my academic research career.

Career in the Department of Bio-
statistics at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity

Early Career as Young Assistant Professor
Lin: You joined the Hopkins when Professor
Charles Rohde who chaired the Department of Bio-
statistics. Did Dr. Rohde's mentoring for new fac-
ulty influence you?

Liang: Professor Rohde has good vision and made
substantial contributions to the development of the
Department of Biostatistics at the Hopkins. Dur-
ing 1981-82, the Department recruited five young
faculty members in Biostatistics: Drs. Steve Self,
Ronald Brookmeyer, Henricks Brown, Scott Zeger
and I, thanks to the grant supports by the Mellon
foundation. The five of us grew together, reminded
each other for abstract deadline submission to the
annual ENAR meeting, and conducted collaborated
works in developing new methods. Dr. Rohde at-
tended my classes (He always said he needed an
update) and provided advice for making better lec-
tures. He also provided valuable advices for my

first NIH grant proposal application, and helped ar-
range collaboration opportunities with other health
researchers. These were especially meaningful for
a new faculty member originally from Asia like me.
In addition, Dr. Rohde encouraged young faculty to
broaden their vision by taking short visits to other
institutes.

Meeting Cox in London
Lin: Sir David Cox has a substantial influence in
your academic life. Would you talk about the visit
Cox at Imperial College London?
Liang: In 1985, Scott and I visited Professor Cox
at Imperial College in London for two months.
Thanks to Rohde's arrangement that we could tem-
porarily leave our busy days at Hopkins, without
taking phone calls or giving lectures in the third
year of being Assistant Professors. I was produc-
tive with three manuscripts prepared in this short
period of time. All three of the papers were subse-
quently published in 1987, two inspired during the
discussions in Cox's journal clubs and one was initi-
ated before coming to London. In particular, the ex-
tended Mantel-Haenszel estimating procedure for
multivariate logistic regression model is one of my
favorite papers. Professor Cox was always available
for discussion when we needed, without taking au-
thorship. I remember once I was reading an impor-
tant paper in estimating equations by Godambe and
Thompson from Annals of Statistics in 1974. I read it
before, but I got stuck on a mathematical proof then.
I was thinking to seek Cox's helps. When I entered
his office he was taking a doze. Before long he woke
up and amazingly solved my problems! He was just
like a living library. Very often he made excellent
comments after speakers' presentations when you
thought he was taking a nap! Scott and I became
much closer friends with Cox through this visiting
and as a result, he visited Hopkins several times
later.
Lin: Was your 1986 GEE paper produced before or
after visiting Cox?
Liang: The paper was submitted before we visited
Cox.

The "GEE" Paper: Collaboration from
Two Fields
Lin: How was your paper in generalized estimating
equation born in 1986 (the "GEE" paper)?
Liang: Actually, the paper was initiated by Scott
Zeger and Steve Self for analyzing diary study data
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Figure 2: Jason Liang (Professor Liang's elder son, 7 years old), Professors Kung-Yee Liang and Scott Zeger
in 1990.

health issue worth dedicating my academic life to.
Encouraged by Ann, I also spent six months to read
at night Dr. Ott's book in human genetic linkage,
a topic new to me back then, so as to engage in
methodologic research. I always thought that a
statistician would not contribute substantially with-
out understanding the subject matter of the studies.

Serving as the Director for Graduate Pro-
gram
Lin: Would you share about your experience in ed-
ucation administration at Hopkins?

Liang: In 1996, Scott took over the Chair of the De-
partment of Biostatistics at Hopkins. He invited
me to be the Director for the Graduate Program, a
new position created by Scott. We spent substantial
times in discussing graduate curriculum, admis-
sions, and scholarships etc., issues relevant to grad-
uate education. There were over 200 applicants for
admission to our master and doctorate programs
every year and about five to six scholarship oppor-
tunities were offered then. We formed a committee
to review the applications. I was happy that Scott
fully trusted me in these affairs. One thing I would

like to mention that, I did not realize back then that
this experience was critical for fulfilling the candi-
date qualification when I was considered the Presi-
dent position at the National Yang-Ming University
in Taiwan. So no, I would not have had the chance to
take this position in Taiwan if Scott did not offer me
this education administration opportunity at Hop-
kins.

Vice President in the National
Health Research Institutes (NHRI)
in Taiwan
Lin: You have served as the Vice President of Na-
tional Health Research Institutes (NHRI) in Taiwan
for three years. What challenges did you encounter
in this very different environment from schools?

Liang: From 2003 to 2006, Professor Cheng-Wen Wu
( ), the Founding President of NHRI invited
me to be the first Vice President of this institute back
in Taiwan. This has been a very different experience
from I have been through during the previous years
at Hopkins. NHRI is funded by the Taiwan gov-
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Figure 3: Jason Liang (Professor Liang's elder son, 29 years old), Professors Norman Breslow and Kung-Yee
Liang in 2012; Jason followed his father's footstep and is a Ph.D. in Biostatistics graduated from University
of Washington at Seattle under Professor Patrick Heagerty's supervision in 2015.

ernment and is designed to be a mission-oriented
health research organization. When the country
was attacked by H5N1 in 2005, for instance, vaccine
development and other public health means would
be a much higher priority over other routine re-
search. Generally speaking, studies conducted are
supposed to have health policy implications and/or
opportunities for implementations in the short or
long runs. I have also learned from taking as chal-
lenges to communicate among different disciplines
of biomedical professionals, the health department
and the legislators. This in turn became a turning
point for me in that I realized that I might be able
and willing to take on more administrative respon-
sibilities and make more impacts on higher educa-
tion and on diseases prevention.

Advice for Young Statisticians
Lin: Thank you for sharing so many inspirational
stories with us. Do you have any other advice for
young people?
Liang: Looking back to my life so far in college,

graduate studies, careers in Hopkins, in National
Health Research Institutes, and in Yang-Ming now,
so many people have helped me selflessly. And I
have learned a great deal from them and from my
own frustrations. So in many ways, life as a journey
is a never ending learning process. Looking back, I
never planned my career except to identify my own
interest and pursue: advancing human health and
quality of life through research and education. In
this regard, awards and recognitions are the conse-
quences but not the purposes for pursuit. Mean-
while, when opportunities come, be sure you are
well prepared as Louis Pasteur has said "Chances
favor only the prepared mind."

I-Feng Lin, Dr.P.H.
Professor and Director
Institute of Public Health
National Yang-Ming University,
Taiwan
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Friendship
Naitee Ting

When I was in elementary school, my favorite sto-
ries were , , and other books de-
scribing friendship – friends trusting each other
with their own lives. The bond among close friends
was so strong that they could work together to
change the world. I love to make friends ever since I
was very young. I can still remember some of them,
even though we lost in touch for a very long time.
Up to now, I am 63 years old, and I am able to stay
in touch with some of my high school friends, col-
lege friends, and of course, friends I met in graduate
schools and ICSA. Close friendship from all of them
became a very precious treasure of my life.

I have never been a good student since my el-
ementary school years. Growing up at Taiwan, a
boy with bad grades was looked down upon by par-
ents, teachers, and people all around me. Addition-
ally, I have been overweight since I was born, and
consequently, as a fat boy, my reaction was slow
and clumsy. At play ground during class breaks,
I was not good at sports, games, or any of the boy
exercises. In those days, a boy was expected to
prove himself either by making good grades, or by
demonstrating strength or quick reactions on the
playground. For me, I was good at neither. I felt
like I was nobody. My parents did not know how
to handle me, and they sent me to be with my grand
uncle. He loved me, and took good care of me.

Time went by, after high school, I took the col-
lege entrance examination, and failed. In the year
I was preparing for re-taking the exam, I realized
that I was experiencing a psychological disorder of
self-inferiority. Starting from the later part of my
teenager years, I had been struggling with this situ-
ation. Luckily, during these years when I was fight-
ing with my self-inferiority, I received lots of sup-
port from my grand uncle, and some of my high
school friends. Together, they helped me walk out
of the shadow of a psychological disorder.

Many years past, I received my degrees, I found
my path in statistics, and I was in my forties. Op-
portunities came up and I became the Executive Di-
rector of ICSA between 1998 and 2000. This period
of time became a very important part of my life - I
learned so much about the association, and I made
so many good friends during the years I have been
with ICSA!

"A friend in need is a friend indeed". I clearly
experienced this proverb seven years ago. In April

of 2009, I was notified that my position at Pfizer was
eliminated. By then, I had been with Pfizer for al-
most 22 years. I was 56 year old, and my family
depended on my single income. Additionally, my
young daughter would start her college in Fall of
2009. After receiving the bad news, I called my wife
and let her know. In the evening after I came home,
I told her that there could be three possibilities –
the best possibility was that I would find a job, and
life continued. The second was that I might find
a job, but I was not sure how long it would take –
half year? One year? Or a few years? The worst
possibility was that I might never find a job. To be
realistic, which company would hire a 56 year old
unemployed man?

Luckily, I received the offer from Boehringer-
Ingelheim (BI) in August, and started my new job at
BI in September of 2009. During the months I was
out of job, many good friends reached out to me and
helped me. Later, there were many more friends
told me that they thought about me, but not sure
what to say to me. In those few difficult months of
my life, I was really grateful of all the friends who
thought about me, and who helped me. Among the
many heart-warming stories, I would like to share
one here.

I first met Greg Wei in one of the ICSA symposia
in mid 1990's. Later Greg joined Pfizer at Connecti-
cut and we became very good friends. We were
personal friends and also professionally, we collab-
orated a few publications together. In 2008 Greg
joined the Pfizer La Jolla site and moved his fam-
ily to the San Diego area. Then he learned that I lost
my job at Pfizer. The ICSA Applied Statistics Sym-
posium took place in San Francisco in June 2009. I
participated in that symposium to look for a job. I
met Greg there and we both were very happy to see
each other. On Tuesday evening, we went to the
banquet, and after banquet, we were going to de-
part the next day – I would fly back to Connecticut,
and Greg would be back to San Diego. In front of
the hotel, before going back to our own rooms, we
were saying farewell to each other. Greg told me
that "Naitee, to be honest, the whole purpose for me
to come to this symposium, is to come and see you.
In your difficult times, I want to be with you". This
really touched my heart, and my soul. This was "A
friend in need is a friend indeed" played in real life.
I will never forget this precious friendship.

In the board meeting of the 2010 ICSA sympo-
sium, I proposed to chair the 2015 ICSA sympo-
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sium, joint with the Graybill conference. I received
the board approval and prepared to put this joint
conference together. As you can see from my report
published in the July 2015 Bulletin, this joint con-
ference was a big success. The key reason that the
conference can be successful was because I received
a huge amount of help, all from very good friends.
This was another example that when I needed help,
friends from all over the places came to help.

I personally benefited a lot from many friends
throughout my entire life. The famous Chinese
proverb " , " (can be trans-
lated as "you depend on parents at home, and de-

pend on friends out of home") can actually be re-
flected from my own life-long experiences.

From participating in ICSA activities, I made
lots of friends, very good friends.

Naitee Ting, Ph.D.
Biostatistics
Boehringer-Ingelheim

News from the ICSA-Canada Chapter
Changbao Wu

ICSA-Canada Chapter is now four years old. The
chapter was established in 2013 under the lead-
ership of Grace Yi of University of Waterloo and
Wendy Lou of University of Toronto. Among other
activities, the chapter successfully organized two
symposia, the first in Toronto in 2013 and the sec-
ond in Calgary in 2015.

The chapter held its 2016 Annual General Meet-
ing and a dinner party on May 30, 2016 during the
annual meeting of the Statistical Society of Canada
at Brock University. More than 35 people attended
the event (see photos taken by Wendy Lou of Uni-
versity of Toronto). Some of the major discussions
and announcements are summarized as follows.

1. ICSA-Canada Chapter Executive Committee
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Three regional representatives are appointed
to the executive committee, which now con-
sists of five members: Changbao Wu, Chair,
University of Waterloo; Wendy Lou, Secre-
tary/Treasurer, University of Toronto; Ying
Zhang, East Canada Representative, Aca-
dia University; Wenqing He, Central Canada
Representative, Western University; Jiguo
Cao, West Canada Representative, Simon
Fraser University.

2. Program Committee
The chapter program committee consists of
four members, chaired by Lang Wu of Uni-
versity of British Columbia. The other three
members are: Xuewen Lu, University of Cal-
gary; Xiaojian Xu, Brock University; Liqun
Wang, University of Manitoba.

3. The Third ICSA-Canada Chapter Symposium
The third symposium will be held in Vancou-
ver in July or August, 2017. Lang Wu of De-
partment of Statistics at University of British
Columbia will be the Chair of Local Arrange-
ments. Further details will be available later
this year.

With the three regional representatives on board
for the executive committee, the chapter is push-
ing for more organized regional activities such as
chapter-sponsored distinguished lectures or semi-
nars or other networking events. The chapter also
plans to use its main event the biennial symposium
to reach to a broader membership.

Changbao Wu, Ph.D.
Chair, ICSA-Canada Chapter
Professor of Statistics
Department of Statistics and Actu-
arial Science
University of Waterloo
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Peer Review
Hans Rudolf Künsch

Publications are essential in science. If you have
discovered a new statistical method or proved re-
sults about the performance of such a method or ob-
tained new insight about a scientific question based
on an innovative statistical analysis, you want to
publish your findings so that others can make use
of it. In order to keep informed about new develop-
ments, to find out what is already known or maybe
to find a related result that could provide an idea
how to solve your problem, you have to read what
has been published. And in all cases of promotions,
job applications or decisions about awards, an im-
portant factor is what a person has published.

Peer review has the goal to make sure that publi-
cations are well-written and contain results that are
correct, substantial, relevant and do not duplicate
what is already known. Peer review thus has an im-
portant gate-keeping function and ideally improves
the quality of publications. In the review process,
editors, associate editors and anonymous referees
judge whether the above criteria are satisfied and
then make a decision whether a manuscript is ac-
cepted for publication or rejected. Often such a de-
cision is conditional, that is the authors have to re-
vise the manuscript taking the comments by the
referees into account, usually followed by another
round in the review process.

If you are a new researcher with little experience
with the peer review process, it might be helpful to
read the document "Peer Review: The Nuts and
Bolts" which can be downloaded from http://
www.senseaboutscience.org/resources.p
hp/99/peer-review-the-nuts-and-bolts.
I find this report really informative and can only
recommend it.

The goals of peer review to improve the quality
of publications and to facilitate progress in research
are not controversial, but there is a growing concern
that peer review fails to achieve these goals. Al-
most everybody tells stories about unfair treatment
by editors, long delays until first decision and low
quality referee reports showing misunderstanding,
lack of knowledge of the topic or prejudice. On the
other hand, there is also much dissatisfaction about
publications of low quality papers even in leading
journals or unwillingness of authors to take critical
comments by reviewers into account adequately.
This shows up for instance in the recent column of
Vlada Limic in the IMS Bulletin (Vol. 45, Issue 3,

April/May 2016) or the article "A Bayesian analy-
sis of peer reviewing" by Andrew Sommerville in
Significance, Vol. 13, Issue 1, February 2016.

There are many suggestions for changing the
current peer review system: Creating rewards for
timely reviews, providing feedback to reviewers by
showing them the reports of the other reviewers,
various types of open peer review systems that go
from making reviewers accountable by revealing
their identity or publishing their reports up to open-
invitation peer review. This could mean that every
submission is accessible on the webpage of the jour-
nal for some period during which anybody inter-
ested can write a report, or that all submissions that
pass a minimal quality check by associate editors
are published, but anybody who reads the paper
can also publish comments. Finally, one could try
to reform the current academic system to reduce the
number of submissions by rewarding researchers
more for the quality than the quantity of publica-
tions. The discussion about such ideas is important,
but much can also be gained in the current system if
individuals behave in a responsible way. So let me
remind you of some important points.

• If you are asked to review a paper, make a
quick, but honest assessment whether your
knowledge about the topic, your research in-
terests and time constraints allow you to pro-
vide an informative and timely report. Then
reply whether you accept or decline the invi-
tation.

• Once you have accepted to review a pa-
per, you have an obligation to study the
manuscript and provide a report without long
delays.

• Participating actively in the peer review pro-
cess is part of your job as an academic. Provid-
ing an informative report on someone else's
submission can be a greater contribution to
science than writing a paper which contains
a minor progress on a previous publication of
yours.

• Information or results that become available
to you when reviewing a submission must
be kept confidential until the paper has been
published by the authors. You must not take
advantage from getting to know the contents
of a submission through being a referee. If
you want to consult with a colleague about
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a manuscript you have agreed to review you
should ask for the consent of the editor or as-
sociate editor who handles this manuscript.

• Reviewing papers in case of conflicts of inter-
ests is unethical. Conflicts of interests exist if
the author is a former student of you, a col-
league at the same institution or a close and
recent collaborator. If you are in doubt about
a potential conflict of interest, declare it before
you agree to review.

• Try to be objective in your evaluation and
avoid biases, especially if you review a sub-
mission by a competitor.

• "Reject papers, not people" (Steve Stigler).

• Avoid asking for minor changes that are time-
consuming for the authors and avoid bringing
up new issues when reviewing a revision.

• As an author, submitting a manuscript that is
still in the review process of one journal to a
second journal is an absolute no-go. The same
applies if two manuscript are not identical,
but have a substantial overlap. You must cite
not only all your published work related to the
topic of the submission, but also preprints and
manuscripts that are in the review process of
some journal or conference proceedings.

• Only persons who have made substantial con-
tributions to the results of a manuscript may
be listed as authors.

• If your manuscript has been rejected, don't
send immediately a protest to the editor. Read
carefully what the reports say, wait a few days
and discuss the case with a colleague if possi-
ble. If you still think that the reports show a
basic misunderstanding or lack of objectivity
from the referees, you can write a polite and
concise appeal. In most cases, revising the
manuscript in a way that addresses the con-
cerns and the misunderstandings of the refer-
ees and then resubmitting to a different jour-
nal is the better option.

Hans Rudolf Künsch, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus of Mathematics
Seminar für Statistik
ETH Zürich
Switzerland

Publishing and Perishing?
Terry Speed

Editorial: This is a reprint from a column article pub-
lished in the IMS Bulletin (Volume 34, Issue 8, October
2005) with the author’s permission.

Why do we publish? Perhaps it is better to be-
gin asking: Why do we do research? Many of us
would answer that we like doing it, and it's part
of our job. Publishing is an essential aspect of re-
search: it's the part which shows others what we
have done, which submits our work to critical eval-

uation by our peers, and which connects our results
to others' as they go into the literature of our field.
It is also important to employers and funding bod-
ies, giving them something they can see for their
money. There have always been people who do re-
search with no intention of publishing it, but I think
the issue for most of us is when and what to sub-
mit for publication, not whether we should do it.
Publications also play a big role in our professional
advancement, and so it is hard to object too much.
If we make a discovery which could benefit others,
surely we should disseminate it. If we are paid to
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do research, surely those who pay us are entitled
to see what we've achieved and to require that it be
externally reviewed. However, I know I am not the
only person who feels ambivalent about the whole
business.

Initially I did research (in mathematics) because
I liked it, and I wanted to get my PhD. I wasn't
thinking I'd publish anything before handing in my
thesis, but then a senior professor in my depart-
ment (not my advisor) more or less challenged me
to prove that I really had some results, and wasn't
just full of hot air. I sat down and wrote some pa-
pers, sent them off, and they all got accepted. So my
start in publishing was to prove myself to someone.

At different times in my early career, my at-
titude to publishing varied between one extreme
(I thought I had something interesting to say and
some other people might want to hear it) to the
other (feeling I had to little to say that would in-
terest anyone but me). I now know I was often
wrong on the first point. Much later in life, I was
asked to name my twenty best papers. I listed
some on which I'd worked very hard and liked a
lot, but which, as someone pointed out (after us-
ing the 'other' ISI [www.isihighlycited.com]),
had zero citations. I felt stupid, but I didn't feel
devastated because I've always felt that there was
more to me than my papers. For most of my career,
what I published alone seemed a hit-or-miss busi-
ness, though with collaborators it was usually more
serious. When I moved from Australia to Berkeley
I was surprised to discover that some people (col-
leagues, department chairs, deans) judged me by
my publishing record. I remember thinking "Gosh,
if I'd known this would happen, I might have tried
to write more, or better, papers." After a while, peo-
ple got to know me and stopped thinking of me
as co-extensive with my publications, and I relaxed
again. But then I (half-) moved back to Australia,
to find the bar raised even higher, and I failed even
more spectacularly. For I came to be judged within
the world of biomedical research: there almost all
that counts are papers in Nature, Science, Nature Ge-
netics, Cell and a few other "high impact" journals.

And yes, you might have guessed: so far I have zero
papers in any of these. But life goes on.

So, what have I learned about publishing? For
a start, our publishing habits tend to be driven by
the need to fulfil the expectations of others. In this
sense, my start wasn't all that unusual.

Secondly, it can be irrational and unfair. Depart-
ment chairs who seldom if ever publish in the An-
nals routinely tell their younger colleagues that to
get advancement, they need to publish... in the An-
nals.

Thirdly, despite all this, it is an important and
useful form of communication, and it's hard to ar-
gue that it should stop. When I was doing my PhD it
comforted me a lot to know that there was someone
in Liège who shared my interests. At that time, jour-
nals were the way we found each other. These days
we could use the web and save on journal space, as
many do.

Fourthly, if you really want to publish some-
thing, there is a journal that will take it. But I have
some pride, and I hope you do too. Publishing
somewhere, anywhere, has no appeal to me.

Who or what can we blame for the publish or
perish syndrome, that pushes us to publish more
than we might otherwise? Principally, I think the
blame rests with an academic system that thrives on
easily measured, externally validated criteria, and a
publishing industry that feeds on this. Gauss wrote
of publishing "Pauca sed matura" ("Few, but ripe"),
and it would be great if more of us could live up to
that dictum. But tell that to your department chair,
dean, or funding agency. If you have few, they want
many. If you say, "Sed matura", they will say, "More,
sed matura"...

Terry Speed, Ph.D.
Professor and Lab Head
Bioinformatics Division
Walter & Eliza Hall Institute of
Medical Research
Parkville, Victoria
Australia
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Guidelines for Statistical Projects:
General Aspects
Marius Hofert and Ulf Schepsmeier

Editorial: Every student has a lot to learn when work-
ing on a statistical research or course project for the
first time. This new column ”StatPro” contributed by
Drs. Marius Hofert and Ulf Schepsmeier gives guide-
lines for conducting, implementing, and documenting
statistics project in order to improve readability and to
reduce the error rates of theses, scientific papers, re-
ports, and source code. The recommendations are not
exhaustive, but serve as a starting point for improving
your workflow and to avoid common pitfalls in statis-
tical projects of larger scale. They save supervisors,
students, package developers, and practitioners a lot
of time, helping novices to quickly become statistics
professionals (StatPro). The full original is available
from the authors’ website. This column publishes bite-
size pieces from the original that readers can sample
easily.

Introduction
We present guidelines meant for scholars (rang-
ing from students to supervisors) and practitioners
who would like to write, participate in or supervise
a project such as a Bachelor's thesis, a Master's the-
sis, a Ph.D. thesis or a (scientific) paper. Our tar-
get area is the intersection of mathematics, statis-
tics and computer science. Our guidelines address
general recommendations as well as software tools
like editors, LATEX and R for planning, conducting,
implementing and documenting projects.

Before going into detail, some remarks:
The science of coding Coding (in LATEX, R etc.) is

like handwriting. From the corresponding files
and style of coding one can read a lot. Writ-
ing correct, numerically sound, readable, well-
documented and easy-to-maintain code is a sci-
ence on its own and one that is not taught explicitly
at university level unless one specifically stud-
ies computer science. But this course of studies
rarely addresses LATEX and R. However, with the
ever increasing complexity of statistical simula-
tions and projects, it becomes important to have
coding guidelines -- otherwise it might be diffi-
cult for others to
– understand what you actually want to show or

do with your code;

– improve and extend your code; and to
– maintain your code in the long run (main-

tenance time is typically highly underesti-
mated!).

Motivation These guidelines are motivated from
our own work and our work with students and prac-
titioners. After pointing out improvements, mak-
ing code more readable, correcting common mis-
takes and improving submitted documents over
and over again, we hope that these guidelines
help all parties involved in a project to avoid
(what we believe are) common pitfalls and to act
as a time-saver.

Focus The guidelines reflect our personal recommen-
dations and experience using LATEX and R and re-
lated tools. The examples we use to support our
points lie in our personal areas of research, which
lies in the intersection of mathematics, statistics
and computer sciences. Adoption to other re-
search fields should be possible easily. It is clear
that such a guide cannot be exhaustive. This is
not an introduction to the topics presented!

Goal Our goal with these guidelines is not to make
a document or code snippet 100% perfect. There
are exceptions to almost any rule and describing
all of them would extend the page count of this
document well beyond what you would be will-
ing to read. Furthermore, some aspects are dis-
cussed in more detail than others.

Style This guide is built in a modular way. Each
section, subsection or paragraph aims to be
self-contained and self-explaining. Also, where
needed we state short examples for illustration.

Disclaimer This document does not exist to torture
you(r workflow) to use a specific kind of oper-
ating system, editor, software, etc. It should
rather point out how we tackle certain problems
(and partly, but not always (!), why we solve them
the way we recommend). You may or may not
find this helpful, the principle Do not like it? Do
not use it! applies. Last but not least, given the
fast development of the research areas we work
in, it should be clear that our guidelines may be-
come outdated to some degree at some point in
time.
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General suggestions

Forget about the Pareto principle (80--20
rule)
Definition The Pareto principle (or 80--20 rule) says

that 80% of the final outcome, result or effect (of
projects, events etc.) is achieved by 20% of the
input or causes.

Meaning Essentially, this means that one should
stop after having spent 20% of the overall time or
effort, since all additional effort would just im-
prove the outcome by the remaining 20%.

Why not? The Pareto principle is frequently used
in many areas. However, it does not apply to sci-
entific work. If you write a research paper, for ex-
ample, you can (and should) expect it to return to
your desk at some point in time. You certainly do
not want to realize a year or two later, that you
now actually have to start over with the whole
project. Furthermore, if a referee or supervising
authority feels that you only spent 20% of the ef-
fort on the submitted work, this most likely re-
sults in negative feedback (for example, a rejec-
tion). Do your homework, work hard and exclu-
sively on the topic, focus on obtaining good re-
sults (instead of rushing out another publication)
and you can be happy with your work for a long
time. Also, your supervisor is typically delighted
to learn about what comes ``after the 80%''; keep
that in mind at any stage.

When solving a particular problem for the
first time, spend time on it
In programming, there is this basic (unwritten) law,
which applies equally well to research projects in
general:
1) If you have a problem, search for it. The chance

that you are the first one working on it is small;
others may have already solved the problem in
an optimal, fast, reliable and readable way.

2) If you cannot find a solution, search more, search
differently, search longer -- but search for it!

3) If you still cannot find it, go back to 2).
4) If you are sure there exists no good solution,

write your own. Spend a lot of time on it to en-
sure the solution is excellent. Then make it avail-
able to the public and maintain it in the future so
that others can benefit from your work.

Concerning 1) one approach is to look for solutions
provided by senior members of mailing lists, fo-

rums, blogs etc., as there can be significant differ-
ences in quality.

In short, if there is a good solution available,
learn from it. If there is not, develop your own so-
lution, but make sure it is of such a good quality
that others can benefit from it when they find them-
selves in the same position as you.

The English language in mathematics
The language science speaks is English; there is al-
ready some debate possible here: American versus
British English. Even if it is only a comment in a
script you write, a file name, variable, or function
etc., consistently use (either American or British)
English. Besides various other advantages, it will
be easier for others to find, understand and cite your
work. Additionally, we want to mention some ba-
sic rules for mathematical typography in English in
what follows; here we partly follow Halmos (1970)
and Higham (1993) (we also learned a lot from Paul
Embrechts and Nick Bingham).
Short(er) sentences Use short sentences. Long

sentences are not as conventional in English as
they may be in other languages (such as German,
for example). Formulate (sufficiently) simple and
simple-to-understand sentences. This improves
readability of your text, code documentation etc.

Pluralis majestatis In scientific documents one
typically uses ``we'' instead of ``I'', even if there
is only one author -- the ``we'' represents the au-
thor and the reader.

Readable text instead of mathematical operators
In the English mathematical literature, words
such as ``there exists'' or ``for all'' are to be pre-
ferred over their operator equivalents ``∃'' and
``∀''. Formulating full sentences instead of se-
quences of mathematical symbols makes the text
more readable. Also, at least in full sentences,
mathematical formulas, equations etc. should be
considered as parts of the sentence and thus be
equipped with proper punctuation.
Example:
Bad:
The generalized Pareto distribution (GPD) is
given by

𝐺𝜉,𝛽(𝑥) =
⎧⎪
⎨⎪⎩

1 − (1 + 𝜉𝑥/𝛽)−1/𝜉 𝜉 ≠ 0
1 − exp(−𝑥/𝛽) 𝜉 = 0

∀ 𝛽 > 0 and the support is 𝑥 ≥ 0 ∀𝜉 ≥ 0 and
𝑥 ∈ [0, −𝛽/𝜉] ∀ 𝜉 < 0.
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Good:
The generalized Pareto distribution (GPD) is given
by

𝐺𝜉,𝛽(𝑥) =
⎧⎪
⎨⎪⎩

1 − (1 + 𝜉𝑥/𝛽)−1/𝜉, if 𝜉 ≠ 0,
1 − exp(−𝑥/𝛽), if 𝜉 = 0,

where 𝛽 > 0, and the support is 𝑥 ≥ 0 when 𝜉 ≥ 0
and 𝑥 ∈ [0, −𝛽/𝜉] when 𝜉 < 0.

Also note that we used italics for ``generalized
Pareto distribution'' (including its abbreviation
GPD) as this is a definition (and appearing for the
first time).

Comma rules in English Non-native English
speakers are often unsure if and when a comma
has to be set in a sentence. Here are some rules:
– A nonrestrictive element, which does not limit

scope but merely provides additional informa-
tion, is indicated by being set off by commas.
Example:
``The greatest mathematician of the ancient
world, Archimedes, was also a physicist, en-
gineer, inventor, and astronomer.''

– A restrictive relative clause is introduced with
``that'' and is not set off by commas.
Example:
``The real numbers that cannot be expressed
as the quotient of two integers are called irra-
tional.''

– A nonrestrictive relative clause is introduced
with ``which'' and is always set off by commas.
Example:
``The set of rational numbers, which is an
abelian group under addition, is in fact a sub-
field of the real numbers.''

– Use a semicolon only where you could also use
a full stop.

– Mind commas in if-clauses: ``If you knew all
that I know, you would know what I mean'',
but ``You would know what I mean if you
knew all that I know''.

The examples are taken from slides of Allen and
Taraz (2013) referring to Halmos (1970), Higham
(1993) and other sources.
Different project leaders or scientific journals
may require different styles and rules to follow.
Overall, it thus helps to be consistent (see also
below) throughout a whole project. Search-and-
replace tools can then be used at a more final
editing stage to change certain language rules.
However, never blindly apply such tools on your

whole project -- check each appearance case one-
by-one. Also, be aware of the fact that your search
tool might not find strings extending over more
than one line or might be case sensitive.

Be concise, consistent, structured, self-
contained and reproducible
Be concise

Be precise Most importantly, be mathematically
correct (for example, note the difference between
∈ and ⊆, a quite common mistake). Furthermore,
be concise in your descriptions, documentation,
proofs, etc. This especially applies to assumptions
made in mathematical statements.

Common careless errors Beware of mistakes (su-
pervisor or author names, dates, spelling of affil-
iations etc.) on title pages, covers, bibliographies
etc. One tends to not check such pages again after
they have been created and mistakes can easily
remain unseen. The same applies to elementary
formulas.
Example from Cherubini et al. (2004, p. 49):
Bad:

𝐹−1
𝑖 (𝑡) = inf{𝑢 ∶ 𝐹𝑖(𝑢) ≥ 𝑡, 0 < 𝑡 < 1}

Good:

𝐹−1
𝑖 (𝑡) = inf{𝑢 ∶ 𝐹𝑖(𝑢) ≥ 𝑡}, 0 < 𝑡 < 1

Also note that, for example, on page 87 of Cheru-
bini et al. (2004), the name ``Klüppelberg'' is writ-
ten as ``Klüppenberg''. Spell checkers only par-
tially help here as they often detect a huge num-
ber of unknown ``words'' in the document due to
the appearance of LATEX formulas, names etc.

Be short Besides being less to type and less to
proofread, correct and grade, twenty well-
written pages are much more interesting and
fun to read than one hundred sloppy and bor-
ing pages. The less is more principle applies here.
Also, keep in mind the limited time your super-
visor or boss has to look at your project -- leave
him the time to give you good feedback rather
than taking away time from her/him by mak-
ing her/him read a hundred pages! Even more
so, other researchers or practitioners interested in
your work will also not have the time to read and
understand your project in detail.

Everywhere in the documentation Being concise
applies to various parts of a project, for example,
the documentation:
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Headings Headings and the table of contents
should provide a golden thread or structure
which should be easy to grasp without even
reading the text.

Figures and tables Figures and tables, includ-
ing their captions, should be easy to read and
understand without having to search in the
text for the corresponding explanations. Use
legends to describe and distinguish different
line types or colors right in the respective plot,
for example.
Bad:
Figure 4: Normal distributions
Good:
Figure 4: Probability density function of the nor-
mal distribution with different mean and vari-
ance (blue: 𝜇 = 0, 𝜎2 = 0.2, red: 𝜇 = 0, 𝜎2 = 1.0,
green: 𝜇 = −2, 𝜎2 = 0.5).

Formulas Put important formulas in a displayed
equation. In the same spirit as before, a
displayed equation/formula etc. should make
sense as much as possible without looking at
the text. Check that the main ideas of your
work can be followed by just looking at the
displayed equations. Only number those dis-
played equations which also appear in the text
at some point. Also, when introducing a func-
tion 𝑓 for the first time, make it more precise
by providing its domain.
Bad:
Consider 𝑓 (𝑥) = log 𝑥.
Good:
We now introduce the major function 𝑓 of inter-
est, given by

𝑓 (𝑥) = log 𝑥, 𝑥 ∈ (0,∞).
Conversely, more complicated formulas
should always be explained in verbal form in
the text as well. This, together with the dis-
played equation or formula, gives the reader
the chance to understand the topic on two
different levels, one language-based and one
formula-based. Sometimes, one can also pro-
vide a third, graphical-based level by illustrat-
ing the (complicated) formula with a graph.
Providing a publicly available implementation
provides another such level.

File, variable and function names Name files,
variables and functions in a meaningful way
(both from a mathematical and a programming
point of view). Label versions of your files by
starting with the date in ISO 8601 date format
(such as `2013-12-31_my_project.R'). This way,

they are displayed in chronological order if files
in the current folder are sorted by name. This
is helpful when searching for older versions of
`2013-12-31_my_project.R'.
Do not call a variable variable or var. Instead,
give it a context-related and self-explaining name
(ideally even such that the type (integer, real, etc.)
of the variable is obvious from its name), such
as |n| for a sample size or |tau| for a certain
value of Kendall's tau (similar to the standard no-
tations 𝑛 and 𝜏 used in statistics). Choose vari-
able names as close as possible to their mathe-
matical equivalents. In the same spirit, do not call
a function function or fun; note that R, for ex-
ample, would not even allow to use the reserved
name function.
Bad:

1 var # reserved expression
2 variable # no reference to a math.
3 a # equation or standard notation

Good:
1 tau # Kendall's tau
2 rho # Spearman's rho
3 n # number of observations

Also, do not encode a certain method or out-
come in numbers if it is not a number naturally.
For example, colors 4 and 3 are much less self-
explaining than colors ``blue'' and ``green''.
Bad:

1 plot(x, y, type="l", col=2)

Good:
1 plot(x, y, type="l", col="red")

The following basic rule typically provides com-
pact and readable code: The more often you
need a variable or function, the shorter its name
should be. But, as mentioned above, make
sure the name is readable, context-related and
self-explaining. Short variable names can of-
ten be generated by leaving out vocals, the hu-
man eye typically ``interpolates'' the letters cor-
rectly and directly recognizes the corresponding
word. Short but readable function names can
often be found by using underscores to sepa-
rate parts of the function name. For example,
a function computing bounds on Value-at-Risk
(mathematical abbreviation: VaR) in the case
of equal marginal distribution functions (math-
ematical parlance: homogeneous case) could be
called VaR_bounds_hom; this is preferred over
camel-case naming which might lead to inconsis-
tencies and is often less readable.
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Be consistent

Stick to (your) rules Consistently use the same
notations for the same quantities throughout the
text. More generally, stick to the (typograph-
ical/coding) rules you use exactly in the same
way throughout the whole file (`.tex' document,
`.R' script, `.txt' files etc.), from the very first to
the very last character in the file; even be consis-
tent in the way you use white space. This will
significantly help you when search-and-replace
is in order.
Say, you use a special rule for writing nested
parenthesis, for example one of

((𝑎6𝑥 + 𝑎5)𝑥 + 𝑎4)𝑥 + 𝑎3𝑥 + 𝑎2𝑥 + 𝑎1𝑥 (1)

or

{([{(𝑎6𝑥 + 𝑎5)𝑥 + 𝑎4}𝑥 + 𝑎3]𝑥 + 𝑎2)𝑥 + 𝑎1}𝑥.

It does not matter much which is to be preferred
on first writing, as long as you stick to the very
same rule throughout the whole document. For
publications in scientific journals, for example,
the style of nested parenthesis is often deter-
mined by the journal's style guide. Be extremely
picky here; for example, if you work with quan-
tile functions 𝐹−

𝑗 , 𝑗 ∈ {1, … , 𝑑}, always write them
as F_j^- and not once as F_j^- and once as F^-_j

in LATEX. Obviously, the result looks the same,
but such inconsistencies make it more difficult to
search (and possibly replace) these instances at a
later editing stage.

Be structured

Abstract, introduction and conclusion come last
Do not start to write your paper or project doc-
umentation by thinking about the introduction.
The abstract, introduction and conclusion are the
last parts you should write in your project. First
concentrate on the content. In the very last step,
think about the abstract, introduction and con-
clusion; you may note keywords (for example,
about the motivation behind the present work)
or the major research question, though, at any
time. Additionally, you can also determine the
most important three or so words on every page
of your document. This can help in creating a
golden thread for the paper as a whole.

Numbering To structure your manuscript into
meaningful parts you can use chapters (but only
in large manuscripts like books or theses), sec-
tions, subsections, or paragraphs. Do not use too

many levels of headings. In most cases, three
numbered levels are sufficient. In smaller reports
or papers even two levels are typically fine. Only
use subsections if you have more than one mean-
ingful subsection. Otherwise omit the subsection
and work with paragraphs.

Two possible ways There are typically two ways to
start a document and structure it.
Bottom-up Collect all your ideas, write them

down, and then structure them into associated
parts, sections and chapters.

Top-down Think about a logical way of read-
ing your paper. Write down the chapter and
section headings you have in mind and order
them. Then fill the sections with content.

Listings Sometimes, lists of bullet points can be
helpful to write down several connected state-
ments in a compact way. If they have a natural
order one should use an ordered list. You can
use different numbering styles, for example, ara-
bic or roman numbers, or alphabetical items. In
unordered lists, different bullet point styles are
also available. Nested lists should differ by dif-
ferent bullet points or numberings. But do not
nest too deeply. More than two or three levels are
typically not required. This would also decrease
readability.

Be self-contained

Outsource Instead of reproducing known results,
properly refer to papers, books, source code or
packages your work is based on; when referring
to books, either always provide a page number
or always provide a (sub)section number. Also
mention the edition of the book in the references.
Note that R packages should also be cited, by
their manuals.
Example (`.bib' file entry):

1 @Manual{qrmtools2015,
2 title = {{q}rmtools: Tools for Quantitative Risk

Management},
3 author = {Marius Hofert and Kurt Hornik},
4 year = 2015,
5 note = {R package version 0.0-3},
6 url = {http://CRAN.R-project.org/package=qrmtools

},
7 urldate = {2015-12-29}
8 }

How to cite If possible, use author-year citation
style such as ``Name1 and Name2 (YYYY)'' or
``Name1 et al. (YYYY, pp. 17)''; this provides the
most readable and memorable citations. Also, do
not cite references alone. Instead, enhance refer-
ences by providing further information and con-
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nections to your work. This way, the main idea
can be followed without having to read the refer-
ences first, which makes the document more self-
contained. Note that ``p. 17'' is used to refer to
page 17 directly and ``pp. 17'' to refer to page 17
and thereafter.
Bad:
``[1] and [2] imply z.''
Good:
``In terms of our setup here, A (2000) showed
that x holds. With this result, the assumption of
the main theorem in B (2010) holds, which states
that… One can thus conclude that z holds.''

Do not cite the world’s literature Cite (only) the
main or original reference and not a myriad of
references which are more or less related to a
topic or statement. Otherwise, it would make the
text unnecessarily long and difficult to read (and
by Section ``Be consise'', we wanted to be con-
cise!). Also, only provide those references which
you indeed cite in the text at some point.

Minimal working example The intersection of be-
ing concise and self-contained also relates to the
notion of a minimal working example. A minimal
working example is an example (typically source
code) which contains everything necessary to
demonstrate and reproduce a problem but is as
minimal as possible, omitting everything not di-
rectly related to the problem; see http://mi
nimalbeispiel.de/mini-en.pdf for tips on
how to construct a minimal working example
(here in the context of LATEX).

Be reproducible

Meaning Make sure your results are reproducible.
That is, one can repeat the conducted experi-
ments, simulations or proofs with the exact same
results.

Seed and more To obtain a reproducible statistical
simulation, always set a seed! For more on this,
including instructions how to conduct simula-
tion studies (in R), see (the ideas and words of
warning in) Hofert and Mächler (2014).

Sweave, Knitr For manuscripts containing R code
or R results one possibility to achieve repro-
ducibility is Sweave (Leisch, 2002) or Knitr (Xie,
2015, 2014). These two R packages allow to com-
bine R and LATEX code in an `.Rnw' file. Every time
you change a calculation in the R code and com-
pile the whole document, the R results are auto-
matically updated and propagated to the PDF or
HTML file created by LATEX.

Both packages are very useful for small projects
and short reports. Some editors like RStudio sup-
port Sweave and Knitr and offer buttons to easily
incorporate so-called chunks -- pieces of R code
in LATEX. These tools have a good documentation
and an intuitive handling.
However, tools like Sweave and Knitr also have
their drawbacks. Mixing R and LATEX code does
not necessarily provide all the features that ei-
ther one provides (there are restrictions). Fur-
thermore, having text mixed between different
chunks of code may distract you from coding
(typically, text -- besides comments -- does not
help in writing sophisticated code); navigation
within the document also does not get easier.
Moreover, debugging (that is, searching for errors
that appear in some piece of code) is significantly
more difficult when mixing R with LATEX code. Fi-
nally, if a code chunk uses more run time, one
has to store the result in an object in order to load
it for the next compilation (and thus save time).
This is tedious and prone to errors. For example,
when the source code is changed but still the for-
merly generated output object loaded.
Overall, we thus do not recommend to use
Sweave or Knitr for large projects, unless
1) there is a significant amount of source code

to be displayed in the written companion of a
project (which is rarely the case and if so one
should rather think about writing a package
to make the source code available);

2) the source code runs sufficiently fast (which is
typically rather rare as well); and

3) all coauthors' knowledge about LATEX and R is
sufficiently advanced.

Be organized

Directories In larger projects (and even in some
smaller ones) a clear structure of directories and
files helps to be structured and reproducible.
Data, R source code, LATEX source code and fig-
ures should be stored in different subdirectories
of your project directory. Together with the con-
cise file naming (see Section ``Be concise'') a re-
entry in the project after several weeks or months
is much easier. Baker (2015) suggests the follow-
ing directories for statistical projects (with exten-
sions from the authors):
– code (src): R-files (if not in a package)
– figures (fig): illustrations and figures pro-

duced by R
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– raw: raw data sets such as csv's, txt's, zipped
files, etc.

– data: If the data is not structured and cleaned
in the raw data, the working data should be
stored separately. One of the first analysis
steps is to structure and clean the data. The
results can be stored in `.rda' files. Also aggre-
gated data should be stored in a separate file.
This makes it easier and faster for subsequent
steps to work with the data.

– logs: For time consuming calculations or
computations on a cluster, log files may help
to debug errors.

– reports: short reproducible reports for ex-
ample produced by Knitr or Rmarkdown

– test: unit-tests, function-tests, etc.
– literature (docs): PDF files etc.
– paper or thesis: LATEX files
– old: containing different stages (outdated

files, backups of running scripts etc.) of the
various files developed (unless the files are al-
ready part of a version control system).

Separate steps in the analysis of data should be
addressed in separate sections of a script. Much
longer source code should even be stored in sepa-
rated files (with a concise file naming). Common
steps in a data analysis are:

– Cleaning (handling of missing or incomplete
data, duplicates,...);

– Structuring (converting the format, setting
keys, ``tidying'' your data, that is, arranging
your data such that each column is a variable
and each row is an observation);

– Aggregation (aggregating over one or more
variables to summarize their main character-
istics like sums or means);

– Filtering (removing all unnecessary columns
and rows; for example, shrinking the data to
the analyzed time period); and

– Analysis (explorative data analysis (EDA), for
example, histograms, scatter plots, etc.).

Each step should be separated from the others to
simplify reproduction. The results of each step
should be stored (at the end of the correspond-
ing step). There is no strict order of the first four
steps. They depend on the given data set and
problem. They may also iterate.

Optimize communication, meetings and
preparation
Getting in contact If you contact a researcher or

potential supervisor etc. for the first time, start
by (briefly!) saying or writing who you are (what
is your status? Master's or Ph.D. student? practi-
tioner? what is your affiliation?), what the goal of
your project is (thesis? software development?)
and who you work with on this project (supervi-
sor, colleagues, etc.).

Email communication Communication between
you, your supervisor and a potential third party
such as a tutor will often be by email. We advise
you to consider the following points:
– Choose a short but meaningful subject line.

Subject matters such as ``Hi'' or ``Dear Pro-
fessor'' are not meaningful. A concise subject
would be ``Problem Master's thesis: for-loop
too slow'', for example.

– Start by one or two sentences outlining the con-
crete question or problem you face, for exam-
ple, ``I recently finished the implementation
of the simulation study we discussed, but the
for-loop involved is too slow. Do you know
how the source code attached can be improved
in this regard?''.

– In the next paragraph of the email, give all the
relevant details about the problem.

– Check your email before you send it. Is your
problem formulated as a minimal working
example? Is the announced attachment at-
tached? Is your question clearly formulated?
Did you answer all the questions the supervi-
sor asked you to in her/his last email?

– An unwritten law (at least applying replies
to your supervisor) states that emails should
be answered within 24h (otherwise one could
equally well send a carrier pigeon). Check and
answer your email at least once a day.

Preparing meetings Prepare and formulate the
questions you have and would like to ask your
supervisor or boss. Send them to your supervi-
sor or boss in the same email in which you kindly
ask for an appointment. Suggest two possible
time spans for the meeting, for example, ``Thurs-
day afternoon'' or ``Monday between 09:00 and
12:00''. Bring a paper and pencil to the meeting.
Also, be able to briefly summarize your work or
problems (which should be easy since you have
already formulated the related questions); your
supervisor is usually involved in several projects
simultaneously and can not remember all details
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of your project. The more precisely you can nail
down a problem or ask a question, the more
likely you will get the answer you were looking
for.

During meetings Be awake (!), polite and alert. Do
not answer emails or phone calls (switch off your
cell phone) during a meeting. Take notes of the
answers, comments, suggestions, etc. of your su-
pervisor or boss.

Wrap-up Complete and structure your meeting
notes right after the meeting. Put the points you
need to act on in your files (`.tex' or `.R') with a
string TODO in front of them (this allows you to
search for all such points to see whether there
is anything left to do in the document). Finally,
go through all files again, work on the TODOs,
and take notes of the questions that arise (to have
them ready for the next meeting).

Feedback and corrections from supervisors Note
that your supervisor typically only corrects the
first instance of a mistake in a project document.
It is your responsibility to completely go through
the files and make the corresponding corrections
everywhere (which should be easy since you fol-
low Section ``Be consistent'' above!).

Outlook
In this first part of our guidelines for statistical
projects we have provided a collection of impor-
tant suggestions, hints and style guides for a suc-
cessful project, thesis or fruitful collaboration. We
listed different major points which, on a meta level,
should be thought of when starting a new statisti-
cal project or Master's thesis. Additionally, practi-
cal suggestions were given to simplify and structure
your workflow, to improve the readability of your
document as well as your code, and to provide col-
laborators, supervisors or other groups of interest
easy access to your steps of thought.

In the forthcoming parts of our guidelines we
will continue with suggestions for typesetting in
LATEX and coding in the statistical language R. Ma-
jor points addressed will be good documentation
of source code and how readability of your source
code can be improved in order to share it with oth-
ers. The LATEX part as well as the R part will go along
with practical hints and examples.
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NISS/ASA/IMS/ENAR/ICSA Writing
Workshop
Sunday, July 31, 8:30am - 4:30pm, Hilton Chicago,
Salon C6

Wednesday, August 3, 8:00am - 12:00pm, Hilton
Chicago, Astoria

Wednesday, August 3, 12:30pm - 2:00pm, Hilton
Chicago, PDR2

The goal of the Writing Workshop for New Re-
searchers is to provide instruction for writing jour-
nal articles and grant proposals. Participants will
be required to provide a recent sample of their writ-
ing, which will be reviewed by a senior mentor. The
sample could be a current draft of an article to be
submitted for publication or an early version of a

grant proposal. Mentors will be former journal edi-
tors and program officers, who will critique the sub-
mitted material and provide individual feedback.
Participants will be expected to initiate a revision in
response with additional feedback from their men-
tors. The workshop consists of three sessions plus a
final working lunch.

The Writing Workshop is designed for re-
searchers with a PhD awarded or anticipated dur-
ing 2010-2016 in statistics or biostatistics. Atten-
dance at the Writing Workshop will be limited and
applicants within 0-3 years post-PhD will receive
preference.

For more information, please visit http://ww
w.amstat.org/meetings/wwjr/index.cfm
?fuseaction=main.

NISS/ASA/IMS/ENAR/ICSA Reviewing
and Editing Workshop
Tuesday, August 2, 8:00am - 12:00pm, Hilton
Chicago, Stevens Salon C-3

Reviewing technical articles for publication and
determining which of these are published in sta-
tistical journals is the lifeblood for statistical re-
search. Quality in reviewing and in selection of
manuscripts for publication depends upon skilled
reviewers and editors. With many new journals
both online and print, both reviewers and editors
are taking on these responsibilities without a great
deal of personal experience. The goal of this work-

shop is to assist new reviewers and editors by draw-
ing on the experience of senior editors. Speakers
and mentors will be experienced senior editors. The
workshop will be a half-day beginning with a work-
ing breakfast. The program will be in two sessions,
the first on reviewing and the second on editing.
A one-hour tutorial will be followed by separation
into 3 or 4 roundtables, each led by one of the editor-
 mentors.

For more information, please visit http://ww
w.amstat.org/meetings/wwjr/index.cfm
?fuseaction=main.
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2017 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium
You are cordially invited to the 2017 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium in Chicago!
The 2017 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium will be held from Sunday, June 25 to Wednesday, June 28 at
Hilton Chicago in Chicago, Illinois. Please send any inquiry to lanju.zhang@abbvie.com.

June is the most agreeable time for the city of Chicago, which is directly accessible from most cities
worldwide. Downtown Chicago provides numerous opportunities of dining, shopping and lodging. In
addition, it offers world-class attractions, including the Willie Tower, the Millennium Park, the Navy Pier,
the Shedd Aquarium and numerous museums, all within walking distance from Hilton Chicago. Details
are forthcoming on the symposium website (http://bioinfo.stats.northwestern.edu/~icsa).

Call for Invited Session Proposals
We welcome your invited session proposals. The invited sessions will be processed through program com-
mittee members. If you plan to organize an invited session, please communicate with one of the program
committee members. An invited session will be 100 minutes with 4 speakers or 3 speakers and one discus-
sant. A proposal includes 1) session title, 2) organizer, 3) session chair, 4) list of speakers and discussant.
It is required to confirm all speakers' availability before submitting a proposal. There is a one-talk rule for
speakers, but one can serve as a discussant in another invited session while speaking in an invited or con-
tributed session. The deadline for the invited session proposal is November 16, 2016. If you have questions,
please contact Xuming He (xmhe@umich.edu) or Haoda Fu (fuhaoda@hotmail.com).

Call for Student Paper Award Applications
Up to eight student award winners (five Student Travel Awards, one Jiann-Ping Hsu Pharmaceutical and
Regulatory Sciences Student Paper, and possible two ASA Biopharmaceutical Awards) will be selected. Each
winner will receive a certificate, an award for travel and registration reimbursement up to $1,000 or a cash
award of $550, whichever is bigger, as well as free registration for a short course. The deadline for applica-
tions is March 15, 2017. If you have questions, please contact Lingsong Zhang (lingsong@purdue.edu).

Call for Short Course Proposals
Anyone who is interested in giving a short course at the 2017 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium is welcome
to submit a short-course proposal to Dr. Jun Zhao (zhao.jun@abbvie.com). The submission deadline is
December 31, 2016.

Executive Committee
• Lanju Zhang, Chair of Organizing Committee, AbbVie Inc
• Xuming He, Co-Chair of Program Committee, University of Michigan
• Haoda Fu, Co-Chair of Program Committee, Eli Lilly and Company
• Yuan Ji, Program Book Chair, University of Chicago
• Hongmei Jiang, Local Committee Chair, Northwestern University
• Xuan Liu, Treasurer, Abbvie Inc
• Lingsong Zhang, Student Paper Award Chair, Purdue University
• Jun Zhao, Short Course Chair, AbbVie Inc
• Bo Yang, Fundraising Committee Chair, Vertex Pharmaceuticals
• Wei Shen, Eli Lilly and Company
• Gang Li, Jassen Research and Development, Strategy Advisors
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The First Eastern Asia Meeting on Bayesian Statistics 

(A Satellite Meeting of the 10th ICSA International Conference) 

Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, China, December 18, 2016 

The First Eastern Asia Meeting on Bayesian Statistics, a satellite meeting of the 10th ICSA 

International Conference, will be held at Xuhui campus of Shanghai Jiao Tong University 

(SJTU), Shanghai, China, Sunday, December 18, 2016, which is just one day before the 

10th International Chinese Statistical Association (ICSA) International Conference, which 

will be held at the same campus, December 19-22, 2016. This satellite meeting is sponsored 

by the International Society for Bayesian Analysis (ISBA) and the Department of 

Mathematics, SJTU. The purpose of this satellite meeting is to promote modern Bayesian 

statistics in Eastern Asia, particularly in China, and to promote collaboration between 

ISBA and ICSA, especially, ICSA-Shanghai Committee, and others. There will be 

invited tutorials, invited sessions, and contributed sessions/posters on Advances in 

modern Bayesian statistics, High-dimensional Bayesian statistics, and Modern 

Bayesian computation. Inquiries and questions may be addressed to Jaeyong Lee, 

Chair, the Scientific Program Committee, via email at leejyc@gmail.com. Please visit 

the 10th ICSA International Conference website:  

http://www.math.sjtu.edu.cn/conference/2016icsa/Default.aspx 

for more information. 

Size of this Satellite Meeting and Registration Fee: The number of participants is limited 

to 100. The registration fee is $130 including the banquet for those who will attend the 

satellite meeting only and $30 (covering the cost of banquet) for those who have registered 

for the 10th ICSA International Conference.  

Scientific Program Committee: 

Cathy W.S. Chen, Feng Chia University, chenws@mail.fcu.edu.tw 

Ming-Hui Chen, University of Connecticut, ming-hui.chen@uconn.edu 

Michele Guindani, UT MD Anderson Cancer Center, micheleguindani@gmail.com 

Jaeyong Lee (Chair), Seoul National University, leejyc@gmail.com 

Yasuhiro Omori, University of Tokyo, omori@ja2.so-net.ne.jp 

Alexandra Mello Schmidt, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, alex@im.ufrj.br 

Mike Ka Pui So, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, immkpso@ust.hk 

Dongchu Sun, University of Missouri, sund@missouri.edu 

Dejun Tang, Novartis, dejun.tang@novartis.com 

Local Organizing Committee: 

Dong Han (Chair), Shanghai Jiao Tong University, donghan@sjtu.edu.cn 

Shan Luo (Co-ordinator), Shanghai Jiao Tong University, sluomath@sjtu.edu.cn 

Jinguo Xian (Webmaster), Shanghai Jiao Tong University, jgxian@sjtu.edu.cn 

Jie Hu (Local Contact), Shanghai Jiao Tong University, icsa2016@sjtu.edu.cn 

120 © www.icsa.org



ICSA Bulletin July 2016 Vol.28/2 ICSA Membership Application & Renewal

 

ICOSDA 2016 
International Conference on Statistical Distributions and Applications

October 14-16, 2016 Crowne Plaza Hotel, Niagara Falls, Canada 
Web site: http://people.cst.cmich.edu/lee1c/icosda2016/ 

Call for Paper Presentations
We are pleased to announce the 2nd International Conference on Statistical Distributions and 

Applications to be held at Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada on October 14 – 16, 2016. 

The scopes of this conference include, but not limited to, the following: 

(1) Statistical distributions and applications  (2) Statistical modeling
(3) High dimensional data analysis (4) Bayesian statistics

The types of presentations include (1) General-Invited sessions for general submissions (2) 
Topic-Invited sessions organized by scientific committee members, and (3) Student Poster 
presentations. 
If you are interested in organizing a topic-invited session and serving as a member of the 

scientific committee, please contact the conference co-chair, Carl Lee (carl.lee@cmich.edu) by 

February 15th, 2016. 

Deadlines:  

 General-invited paper submission: April 30, 2016

 Topic-invited papers submission (submitted by the session organizer): April 30, 2016

 Student Poster Presentation: April 30, 2016

Submit the title, authors, affiliations and abstracts to Carl Lee using ICOSDA@cmich.edu

Conference presenters are invited to submit the final version of their articles for publication consideration in a 

special issue of the Journal of Statistical Distributions and Applications (JSDA) at www.jsdajournal.com. 

ICOSDA 2016 Keynote Speakers: 

Peter McCullaugh: John D. MacArthur Distinguish Service Professor, University of Chicago, IL 

Kjell Doksum: Emeritus Professor, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI 

Mei-Ling Ting Lee: BRAC Director and Professor, University of Maryland, College Park, MD 

Conference Co-Chairs: Ejaz Ahmed, Felix Famoye and Carl Lee 

Sponsors: Central Michigan University, MI USA & Brock University, Canada, 

International Chinese Statistical Association 
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Please Make Check Payable to: I.C.S.A. Mail This Form & Fees to:
ICSA c/o Zhezhen Jin, Department of Biostatistics, Mailman School of Public
Health, Columbia University, 722 W 168th Street, New York, NY, 10032, USA
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Upcoming Events
Please find below a list of upcoming ICSA meet-
ings and co-sponsored meetings. This list also
appears on the ICSA website. Meetings not in-
cluded in the list are not authentic ICSA nor co-
sponsored meetings. If you have any questions,
please contact Zhezhen Jin, the ICSA Executive Di-
rector (zj7@cumc.columbia.edu).

ICSA Sponsored Meetings:
The 10th ICSA International Conference
December 19 - December 22, 2016
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, China
http://www.math.sjtu.edu.cn/conferen
ce/2016icsa/Default.aspx

2017 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium
June 24 - June 27, 2017
Chicago, IL, USA
Dr. Lanju Zhang (lanju.zhang@abbvie.com)
and Dr. Hongmei Jiang (hongmei@northwester
n.edu) will be the Co-Chairs of the organizing
committee.

2018 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium
NJ, USA
Professor Minge Xie at Rutgers University
(mxie@stat.rutgers.edu) will be the Chair of
the organizing committee.

2019 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium
June 9 - June 12, 2019
Raleigh, NC, USA
Professor Wenbin Lu at North Carolina State Uni-
versity (lu@stat.ncsu.edu) will be the Chair of
the organizing committee.

ICSA Co-sponsored Meetings:
The RSS (Royal Statistical Society) 2016
International Conference
September 5 - September 8, 2016
University of Manchester, England, UK
http://www.statslife.org.uk/events/e
vents-calendar/eventdetail/480/-/rs
s-2016-international-conference

The 2nd International Conference on Sta-
tistical Distributions and Applications
October 14 - October 16, 2016
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Niagara Falls, Canada
http://people.cst.cmich.edu/lee1c/ico
sda2016/

The 23rd Biopharmaceutical Applied
Statistics Symposium (BASS XXIII)
October 24 - October 28, 2016
Radisson Hotel, Rockville, MD, USA
http://www.bassconference.org

2016 CSAT Annual Meeting and 2016
NCCU Joint Statistical Meetings (In Cel-
ebration of the 50th Anniversary of De-
partment of Statistics)
December 9 - December 10, 2016
National Changchi University, Taipei, Taiwan
http://conference.nccu.edu.tw/actnew
s/news.php?Sn=136

The 2nd Pacific Rim Statistical Confer-
ence for Production Engineering
December 15 - December 16, 2016
Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea
http://scpe.statkiss.org/

The 1st Eastern Asia Meeting on Bayesian
Statistics
December 18, 2016
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, China
http://www.math.sjtu.edu.cn/conferen
ce/2016icsa/Default.aspx

2017 Conference on Lifetime Data Science
May 25 - May 27, 2017
University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT, USA
http://merlot.stat.uconn.edu/lida/

The 10th International Conference on
Multiple Comparison Procedures
June 20 - June 23, 2017
University of California, Riverside, CA, USA
http://www.mcp-conference.org/
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Participants of the ICSA Board Meeting 
(Left to Right): Zhezhen Jin, Congjian Liu,  
Lili Yu, Ying Yuan, Ruth Whitworth,  
Shuangge Ma, Mei-Ling Ting Lee, Yi Li,  
Mei-Cheng Wang, Wei Shen,  
Yichuan Zhao, Lanju Zhang,  
Alan Y. Chiang, Gang Li, Din Chen,  
Rongwei (Rochelle) Fu, Lu Tian,  
and Hongliang Shi 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Mei-Ling Ting Lee (2016 ICSA President) and  

Nancy Geller (2011 ASA President) 
                  ↓ 

 

 

 

     ↑ 

Banquet Speaker Acknowledgement (Left to Right):  
Zhezhen Jin, Mei-Ling Ting Lee,  
Michael Eriksen (Speaker), and Yichuan Zhao 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Conference Banquet 

                          ↓ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  ↑ 

Student Volunteers   



2017  ICSA  Applied Statistics Symposium  

June 25-28, Hilton Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, USA 

 

The ICSA 2017 (26th) Applied Statistical Symposium will be held from June 25 (Sunday) to June 28 (Wednesday)  in 
Chicago, Illinois. The symposium will start with one day of short courses followed by scientific programs on 26th –
28th (Monday to Wednesday). It also includes student paper contests and social events. Next year will mark 
ICSA’s 30th anniversary and a series of celebration activities are being planned. For more information, please  
contact Dr. Lanju Zhang (lanju.zhang@abbvie.com).   

 

Call for Invited Session Proposals 

We welcome your invited session proposals. The invited sessions will be processed through program committee. 
The deadline for the invited session proposal is November 15, 2016. 

 

Call for Student Paper Award Applications 

Up to eight student award winners (five Student Travel Awards, one Jiann-Ping Hsu Pharmaceutical and Regulato-
ry Sciences Student Paper, and possible two ASA Biopharmaceutical Awards) will be selected. The deadline for 
applications is March 15, 2017. 

 

Call for Short Course Proposals 

Anyone who is interested in giving a one-day or half-day short course at 2017 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium 
is welcome to submit a short-course proposal for consideration. The submission deadline is December 31, 2016. 

 

The city of Chicago enjoys a beautiful Spring, Summer, and Fall throughout the year, and is easily accessible from 
most cities across North America. Downtown Chicago provides a great variety of dining, accommodation and 
shopping, etc. In addition, it offers world-class attractions, including the Art Institute of Chicago, Willis Tower - 
Skydeck Chicago, the Museum Campus featuring Shedd Aquarium, Field Museum and Adler Planetarium; and the 
Millennium Park, all within walking distance from the Hilton Chicago.  

 

                                 The Executive Committee for 2017 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium  

Navy Pier Shedd Aquarium Sky Deck 

mailto:lanju.zhang@abbvie.com

	Front Cover
	Inside Cover 1
	Table of Contents
	From the Editor
	Past, Present, and Future of ICSA
	From the Executive Director
	ICSA Annual Member Meeting and Banquet at JSM 2016
	New Fellows of ASA
	Candidates for 2017 ICSA Officers
	Report from the Publication Committee
	Report from OICSA
	Report from the Program Committee
	Report from the 2016 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium
	2016 Student Paper Awards and Travel Grants Recipients
	ICSA Financial Report: January 1 through June 30, 2016
	A Conversation with Kung-Yee Liang
	Friendship
	News from the ICSA-Canada Chapter
	Peer Review
	Publishing and Perishing?
	Guidelines for Statistical Projects: General Aspects
	NISS/ASA/IMS/ENAR/ICSA Writing Workshop
	NISS/ASA/IMS/ENAR/ICSA Reviewing and Editing Workshop
	2017 ICSA Applied Statistics Symposium
	The 10th ICSA International Conferecne
	The 1st Eastern Asia Meeting on Bayesian Statistics
	2016 International Conference on Statistical Distributions and Applications
	ICSA Membership Application & Renewal Form
	Upcoming Events
	Inside Cover 2
	Back Cover



