
  

 

  

ICSA Member News May 2014 

 ICSA May Announcements 

 1.  2014 ICSA China Statistics Conference 

The 2014 ICSA China Statistics Conference will take place in Shanghai China on July 

4-5, 2014. Details see 2014 ICSA meeting announcements. 

2. New ASA, ICSA Lingzi Lu Memorial Award Honors Boston Bombing Victim 

The ASA and the International Chinese Statistical Association (ICSA) have established 

an award in the memory of Lingzi Lu, the first-year Boston University master's degree 

statistics student killed in the Boston Marathon bombing. The Lingzi Lu Memorial 

Award will honor the life and accomplishments of Lingzi, an ambitious, talented and 

vibrant student with tremendous potential. It will be presented to an individual in a 

master's program in statistics or who has recently completed his or her degree. The 

award will support the recipient's studies and provide support for travel to the ASA's 

annual Conference on Statistical Practice. Learn more about this 

award<http://www.amstat.org/awards/lingzilumemorialaward.cfm> or make a 

contribution<https://www.amstat.org/giving/index.cfm?fuseaction=ShowApp>. 

3. The World of Statistics 

The world of statistics is the continuous campaign after the highly successful and world 

popular International Year of Statistics (Statistics2014). The latest News from the 

World of Statistics newsletter is available at http://www.worldofstatistics.org/. Past 

newsletters can be reviewed at 

http://www.worldofstatistics.org/participant-newsletter-archive/. 

4. Nomination for Rao Prize: 

The C. R. and Bhargavi Rao Prize was established to honor and recognize outstanding 

and influential innovations in the theory and practice of mathematical statistics, 

international leadership in directing statistical research, and pioneering contributions 

by a recognized leader in the field of statistics. The Rao Prize is awarded in 

https://www.amstat.org/giving/index.cfm?fuseaction=ShowApp
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odd-numbered years by the Department of Statistics at Penn State University to a 

nominee selected by the members of the Rao Prize Committee. Nominations for the 

2015 Rao Prize should be submitted by July 1, 2014 to Dr. Hunter at 

depthead@stat.psu.edu by email. Candidates nominated in previous years will be 

considered. Nominations should include a letter describing the nominee’s outstanding 

contributions to leadership and research in statistics, a current curriculum vita, and two 

supporting letters. The award recipient will receive a medal, a cash prize, and an 

invitation to visit Penn State to give a talk. See 

http://stat.psu.edu/information/prizes-and-memorial-lectures/c.-r.-rao-prize-for-outsta

nding-research-in-statistics for additional details.  

Member News: 

Bin Yu has been elected to the National Academy of Sciences 

Bin Yu, Chancellor’s Professor in the departments of statistics and of electrical 

engineering and computer science at University of California—Berkeley and a 

lifetime member of ICSA, has been elected to the National Academy of Sciences, for 

her work on statistical machine learning theory, methodologies, and algorithms for 

solving high-dimensional data problems. Professor Yu was a recipient of several ICSA 

awards, including the prestigious Pao-Lu Hsu Award and the 2013 Distinguished 

Achievement Award. 

Congratulations to Professor Bin Yu! 

Three ICSA members are winners of 2014 Statistical Society of Canada Awards 

Jiahua Chen is the recipient of the Gold Medal of the Statistical Society of Canada  

Jiahua Chen, Professor and Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in the department of statistics 

at the University of British Columbia, is the 2014 recipient of the Gold Medal of the 

Statistical Society of Canada.  Jiahua has made profound contributions 

onexperimental design, sampling theory, empirical likelihood, mixture models and 

applications in genetics. He served as ICSA president 2004-2005.   

Liqun Diao is the winner of the Pierre Robillard Award of the Statistical Society 

of Canada 

Liqun Diao, a postdoctoral fellow in the department of biostatistics and computational 

biology at the University of Rochester, has won the 2013 Pierre Robillard Award of the 

Statistical Society of Canada for her thesis “Copula Models for Multi-type Life History 
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Processes”  which was written under the supervision of Professor Richard Cook at the 

University of Waterloo. The award is given for the best PHD thesis in probability or 

statistics defended at a Canadian university during the previous year. 

Fang Yao is the winner of 2014 CRM-SSC Prize in Statistics 

Fang Yao, a faculty in the department of statistics at the University of Toronto and a 

lifetime member of ICSA, has won the 2014 CRM-SSC Prize in Statistics for his 

work on functional data analysis. The award is given annually by the Centre de 

recherches mathématiques (Montréal) and the Statistical Society of Canada to 

recognize a statistical scientist's professional accomplishments in research during the 

first fifteen years after earning a doctorate.  

Congratulations to the following ICSA members who are elected to 2014 ASA 

Fellow: 

Ying Kuen Ken Cheung, Columbia University 

Jeng-Min Chiou, Institute of Statistical Science, Academia Sinica 

Qi Jiang, Amgen Inc. 

Nan Bin, University of Michigan 

Naitee Ting, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Changbao Wu, University of Waterloo 

Lilly Q. Yue, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

Tian Zheng. Columbia University 

ICSA-Canada Chapter Gathering at SSC 

Following the inaugural symposium last August, the Canada Chapter held its first 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) on May 26, 2014, at Asian Legend Restaurant in 

Toronto.  The AGM was held during the Annual Meeting of the Statistical Society of 

Canada (SSC2014, May 25-28), which featured the first-ever session sponsored by 

ICSA-Canada (organized/chaired by W. Lou).  The AGM was attended by thirty-five 

statisticians, including many newly recruited members.  A twelve-course dinner 

banquet was held concurrently with the AGM, and provided a pleasant networking 

venue for meeting new and old friends. 



During the AGM, reports from President Grace Yi and Treasurer/Secretary Wendy 

Lou were given; both thanked ICSA for their vital financial support of last year’s 

event.  The AGM also included two special guest speakers:  Zhezhen Jin, ICSA 

Executive Director, and Weng Kee Wong, candidate for ICSA President-elect.   Z. 

Jin spoke about current ICSA activities, including the ICSA Applied Symposium, and 

encouraged members to get involved; W.K. Wong spoke about his vision for ICSA’s 

future.  Both Jin and Wong encouraged everyone to send comments and ideas to 

them directly. 

At the end of the AGM, members were invited to complete a survey on what kinds of 

future events and activities they would like to attend, such as symposia, short courses, 

and social gatherings.  The responses were constructive, and thank you to those who 

offered to volunteer—it didn’t take much analysis to conclude that that the 

twelve-course dinner at Asian Legend was enjoyed by all!  Currently our Chapter is 

recruiting new regional representatives to act as liaisons and promote the Chapter.  If 

you are able to help, please get in touch with any member of the ICSA-Canada 

Executive. 

ICSA 2014 Meeting Announcements   

2014 ICSA/KISS Joint Applied Statistics Symposium: 

The Joint Applied Statistics Symposium will be held from Sunday, June 15 to 

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 at Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront in Portland, 

Oregon. It will be a joint conference of International Chinese Statistical Association 

(ICSA) and the Korean International Statistical Society (KISS). Detailed information is 

available on the symposium website (http://www.statkiss.org/icsakiss2014/Home.php).   

Please let us know by email (icsa.kiss@gmail.com)  if you have any questions.   

2014 ICSA China Statistics Conference 

The 2014 ICSA China Statistics Conference will take place in Shanghai China on July 

4-5, 2014. This is the first conference organized by the ICSA Shanghai Committee 

and will be hosted by East China Normal University (ECNU), 3663 N. Zhongshan 

Road, Shanghai, China. The conference will cover a broad range of statistics 

including mathematical statistics, applied statistics, biostatistics, and statistics in 

finance and economics, which will provide a good platform for statistical 

professionals all over the world to share their latest research and applications of 

statistics. The invited speakers include Prof. LJ Wei (Harvard), Prof. Tony Cai (U 

Penn), Prof. Danyu Lin (UNC), Prof. Ying Lu (Stanford), Prof. Minghui Chen (U of 

Connecticut) and other distinguished statisticians from China, US, and other 

countries.  
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The oral presentations at the conference will be conducted in either English or 

Chinese. Although the Program Committee would recommend the presentation slides 

in English, the Chinese version of the slides could also be used.  

The program committee is working on the conference program and more information 

will be distributed very soon. Should you have any inquiries about the program, 

please contact Dr. Dejun Tang (dejun.tang@novartis.com) or Dr. Yankun Gong 

(yankun.gong@novartis.com).  

Registration fee for ICSA Member: 1000RMB/160USD; Non-ICSA Member: 

1200RMB/200USD; Student: 500RMB/80USD. Fees include tea break, lunch, buffet 

and banquet. One-year ICSA membership is included for non-ICSA participants. 

For conference registration and reserve a hotel room, please contact Prof. Shujin Wu 

at ECNU (sjwu@stat.ecnu.edu.cn). 

More information can be found from the conference 

website http://www.aass.ecnu.edu.cn/2014ICSA/default.aspx 

2014 NISS/ASA/IMS Writing Workshop for Junior Researchers  

The 2014 NISS/ASA/IMS Writing Workshop for Junior Researchers will be held on 

Sunday 3 August & Wednesday 6 August at JSM. This workshop is designed for 

researchers with a recent Ph.D. in either statistics or biostatistics. Top priority will go 

to those who have held the Ph.D. for 0-3 years. Although the deadline is June 14 and 

spaces are still available, early registration is highly recommended. We encourage our 

qualified members to participate in this workshop. Detailed information can be found 

at http://www.amstat.org/meetings/wwjr/index.cfm?fuseaction=main. 

BASS XXI, 3-7 November 2014 in Rockville 

The Twenty First meeting of Biopharmaceutical Applied Statistics Symposium (BASS 

XXI) will be held 3-7 November, 2014, at the Crowne Plaza Washington D.C.- 

Rockville, 3 Research Ct., Rockville, MD 20850. At least 16 one-hour tutorials, on 

diverse topics pertinent to the research, clinical development and regulation of 

pharmaceuticals, will be presented 3-5 November, 2014, by speakers from academia, 

the pharmaceutical industry and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Two 

parallel, two-day short courses will be presented 6-7 November, 2014. Popular features 

of BASS XX are the keynote address, on Tuesday, 4 November, 2014, with reception 

following, and the Wednesday morning, 5 November, 2014, FDA Biometrics session.  

BASS is a nonprofit entity established for the purpose of raising funding to support 

graduate studies in biostatistics. To date BASS has provided support to over 50 

Master’s or Doctorate degree graduate students in Biostatistics. For further information, 

contact the BASS registrar at Rewhitworth@gmail.com, Andreas Sashegyi at 

317-532-7414, email aisasheg@lilly.com, or Karl Peace, 912-681-6980, email 

peacekarl@frontier.com. The BASS Webpage may be viewed at 
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www.bassconference.org 

ICSA Sponsored and Co-Sponsored 

Publication 

Statistic Sinica 

Forthcoming Papers from Statistica Sinica 

Forthcoming papers’ information is available 

at http://www3.stat.sinica.edu.tw/statistica/. Those papers appeared in Volume 24, 

Number 3, July 2014. 

The April Issue Has Been Released! 

Statistica Sinica has released the on-line version of the April issue. The 

newly-published articles are available for subscribers when clicking on Current Issue. 

ICSA members please access those articles via the “membership only area” at 

http://www.icsa.org/. If you have any problems for subscription, please contact the 

editorial office through ss@stat.sinica.edu.tw.   

Statistics in Biosciences 

The journal is growing and now and has published new issue, Volume 6 Number 1, in 

May 2014. The number of author initiated submissions has increased rapidly. Recent 

articles can be found at the journal website 

http://alerts.springer.com/re?l=D0In5qpbxI6hkzma5Ik  

A link for submitting your article to SIBS online is below 

http://www.editorialmanager.com/sibs/ 

http://www.springer.com/statistics/life+sciences%2C+medicine+%26+health/journal/

12561?changeHeader 

Statistics and Its Interface 

Statistics and Its Interface is an international statistical journal promoting the interface 

between statistics and other disciplines including, but not limited to, biomedical 

sciences, geosciences, computer sciences, engineering, and social and behavioral 

sciences. The journal publishes high-quality articles in broad areas of statistical science, 

emphasizing substantive problems, sound statistical models and methods, clear and 

efficient computational algorithms, and insightful discussions of the motivating 

problems. Visit SII’s web page at http://www.intlpress.com/SII/SII-BrowseJournal.php 

for more information.  

International Press and Tsinghua University Mathematical Science Center are pleased 

to announce open online access (free of charge) to the journal Statistics and Its 

Interface (SII) which includes five volumes.  

SII is available to the public online at http://intlpress.com/SII 
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Job Listings 

1. Statistician or Chemometrician, BASF Shanghai (Shanghai City, China) 

We are the world's leading chemical company because we offer intelligent solutions for 

our customers and for a sustainable future. We link and develop people with diverse 

talents all over the world. For you, this means a variety of ways to advance. Not only 

your performance but also your personality matter to us. At BASF, careers develop 

from opportunities. 

Working area:Research & Development 

Location: BASF Auxiliary Chemicals Co. Ltd, Shanghai 

Working Hours: Full-time 

Contract Type: Permanent 

Contact Information 

Tel: 00800 33 0000 33 

Emial: jobs@basf.com 

More Information: http://www.icsa.org/job/index.html  

2. Biostatistics Director, APAC Shanghai (Shanghai City, China) 

Job Description 

Biostatistics Director, APAC 

Location: Shanghai, China (APAC HQ) 

Report to: Global VP, Biostatistics 

Our client is one of the TOP4 global CROO, with strategic expansion in APAC region 

currently.  

 Please kindly contact via jonathan.g@kohsearch.com for more information.  

 Additional Information  

Type: Full-time  

Experience: Senior level  

Functions: General Management  

Industries: Pharmaceutical  

Employer Job ID: K140110  

More Information: http://www.icsa.org/job/index.html 

Upcoming Workshops and Meeting 

The 11th International 69th Conference on Ordered Statistical Data 

June 2–June 6, 2014, Mathematical Research and Conference Center in Bedlewo, 

Poland 

http://bcc.impan.pl/14OrderStat/  

2014 ICSA/KISS Joint Applied Statistics symposium  
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June 15–June18, 2014, Portland, OR, USA 

http://www.statkiss.org/icsakiss2014/ 

Third Joint Biostatistics Symposium 

June 27–June28, 2014, Chengdu, China 

http://www.icsa.org/meetings/co-sponsorship/index.html 

International Symposium on Financial Engineering and Risk Management 2014 

(FERM 2014) 

June 27–June28, 2014, Beijing, China 

http://www.stat.wisc.edu/~zjz/FERM2014/index.html  

The third IMS Asia Pacific Rim Meetings 

June 30-July 3, 2014 in Taipei, Taiwan 

http://intl-house.howard-hotels.com/ 

2014 ICSA China Statistics Conference 

July 4-5, 2014, in Shanghai, China 

dejun.tang@novartis.com 

Building Statistical Methodology and Theory: An International Conference in Honor of 

Jeff C.F. Wu for His 65th Birthday  

July 7–July 9, 2014, Huquan Hotel, Mile, Yunnan, China  

http://www.stat.purdue.edu/~sunz/Jeff_2014/index.html 

2014 IMS Annual Meeting 

July 7–July 11, 2014, Sydney, Australia  

http://www.ims-asc2014.com/ 

International Statistical Institute Regional Statistic Conference 2014 (ISI-RSC 2014) 

http://www.isi-rsc2014.my/ 

2015 ICSA Applied Statistics symposium 

June 14–June17, 2015, Fort Collins, CO, USA  

2016 International Conference 

December 19–December 22, 2016, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, P .R. China 
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